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CALLING ON TECHNOLOGY START-UP COMPANIES IN AFRICA TO 
APPLY FOR THE UK’S NEW GLOBAL TECH AWARDS 

 

8 April 2024, CAIRO 
 

 The Unicorn Kingdom: Pathfinder Awards (UKPA) are now open to start-up companies 
specialising in Artificial Intelligence (AI), Connected & Automated Mobility (CAM) 
Technology, Cyber Security and Digital Trade Solutions from across Africa. 

 Winners will receive a tailormade programme to help scale up and grow their business in 
the UK, including industry meetings, VIP events and expert business growth support. 

 First announced by the UK’s Business Secretary at London Tech Week in June 2023, it 
builds on the success of the UK’s Tech Rocketship Awards and Global Entrepreneur 
Programme.  

 
The UK’s Department for Business and Trade (DBT) is on the hunt to unearth the most 
promising tech start-up companies across the world through the Unicorn Kingdom: Pathfinder 
Awards. 
 
Building on the success of the UK’s Tech Rocketship Awards, UKPA will be the UK’s 
Department for Business and Trade’s largest global awards for tech start-up companies ever. 
 
Start-up companies with ambitions to grow globally in the AI, Connected & Automated 
Mobility (CAM) Technology, Cyber Security and Digital Trade Solutions sectors are eligible 
to apply for a chance to pave their way into the UK’s thriving tech sector, valued at $1 trillion. 

 
UK Investment Minister, Dominic Johnson said:  
  

“These awards are a fantastic opportunity for tech scale-up companies to join the 
UK’s thriving $1 trillion tech sector.” 
 
“The awards are part of our commitment across government to help more businesses 
scale up, and benefit from our highly skilled workforce and supportive regulatory 
system. The UK already has more unicorns than France and Germany combined, 
and our country continues to be a place where tech businesses from across the world 
come to thrive.” 

 
His Majesty’s Trade Commissioner for Africa John Humphrey said: 

  
“The African startup landscape is now front and centre as the world focusses on 
African know-how and innovation. From bustling tech-hubs across the continent from 
North to South and East to West, young businesses are changing the game by 
providing innovative solutions to African and global problems, while creating jobs and 
empowering their communities in the process.” 
 
"The launch of the Unicorn Kingdom: Pathfinder Awards across Africa, which 
offers tech start-ups from across this vibrant continent the opportunity to showcase 
their innovation and potential on a global scale, while opening up fascinating 
opportunities for the UK's already vibrant tech ecosystem, is an exciting journey of 
growth and success." 
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The UK offers endless opportunities, including a highly skilled workforce, fair regulatory 
system, and welcoming business environment.  
 
Winners will receive a tailormade programme in the UK that includes meetings with leading 
industry and government sector specialists, invites to VIP events and receptions - and expert 
support from DBT’s Global Entrepreneur Programme, which supports ambitious businesses 
to scale and grow from a UK global headquarters. They’ll also receive exposure and 
recognition through promotional activities run by DBT to accelerate their growth. 
  
Notes to editors: 
 The Unicorn Kingdom: Pathfinder Awards (UKPA) were first announced by the UK’s Secretary of State for 

Business and Trade Kemi Badenoch during her keynote speech at London Tech Week 2023. 

 Companies can only apply for one category, with one regional winner per category and one overarching 
category winner. 

 Submissions will be shortlisted followed by three rounds of pitching, with regional finals, semi-finals with 
the live finals taking place in the UK in the autumn.  

 Applications open on 1st March and close 30th April 23:59 GMT 

 Find out more at great.gov.uk/ukpa or contact the team at ukpa@businessandtrade.gov.uk 

 
-ENDS- 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fspeeches%2Fkemi-badenoch-heralds-thriving-1-trillion-uk-tech-sector&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.Cain%40businessandtrade.gov.uk%7Cd4dab90e30784516a59508dc36eddbfd%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C638445642525388837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iJT1XbsEyiNjNJBziUXvUIOQv258Y63tC%2Bj%2FMQm9r9M%3D&reserved=0
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