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Summary

Morocco Is Accelerating Technological Development In The Digital Field And
Artificial Intelligence To Keep Pace With It And Be Consistent With What The Rest Of
The World Has Achieved In Integrating Digital Technology Within Public Institutions
And Using It By Moroccan Companies And Investment Institutions, As A Means Of
Facilitating Commercial And Economic Transactions In General, Especially E-
Commerce Nationally And Internationally. Also, Bringing The Administration Closer
To Citizens And Improving The Services Provided By Public Institutions And
Departments, And Do Not Forget The Role Of Digitization And Artificial Intelligence
In Increasing The Productivity Of Human Resources, Their Efficiency, And The
Quality Of The Services They Provide To Citizens.
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Abstact : This study deals with disinformation and algorithmic suppression as two
faces of “digital militarization”. It is based on the concept of “discursive hegemony”
and critical discourse studies to compare between the construction of the misleading
Israeli discourse and the algorithmic banning strategies of pro-Palestine contents.

The study examined samples of misleading information that circulated in the beginning
of the Israeli war on Gaza in 2023 to understand its discursive strategies, meanings and

representations and also to understand the aspects of discursive hegemony in the

algorithmic censorship patterns used by social media.

The study found out that the cognitive reinforcement of the prevailing narrative about
the conflict derives its rhetorical power from the rapid flow of disinformation. It found
also that the power of the Israeli story does not lie in the strength of the discourse
structure it was promoting; rather, it lies in controlling the technical and communication
context that transmits this narrative and gives it “preference of access” owing to the
power relations that the Israeli propaganda machine holds with social media companies.
Keywords : Disinformation - Algorithmic Oppression - Digital Militarism - Discursive
Hegemony - The Israeli Narrative
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There is no doubt that speaking of the management of media institutions in Morocco has
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become a worthy subject of study and research, as compared to previous years, when
the door was closed, and not much of its methods and research was explored with a
view to deciphering its cipher and understanding its content. However, this is no longer
the case at a time when the new technological boom has opened the door to the
emergence of open systems of innovative and creative production in many
administrative areas, including the Department of Public Information and the press.
Hence, the latter ' s success and development have been determined by its structure and
organization, both internally and externally, especially after the media industry has
become a trade and economic activity. The media and press field is no longer just a
message and an idea, but has evolved in the light of modern scientific and technological
innovations, to become a sophisticated industry that needs funds to ensure the continuity
and success of the media institution.

The purpose of this research paper is to review the most important challenges facing the
management of media organizations, starting from answering a number of questions,
such as: How do modern technologies contribute to the management of media
institutions in Morocco? What are the challenges facing media and press institutions in
Morocco? How can she be confronted? Where is the leadership role in the media
institution and its relationship to the quality, quality and excellent and effective
functioning of the media organization? What is the importance of planning and
decision-making within the Department of Public Information? What ethical and legal
considerations must be taken into account in the media content industry and enterprise
management?
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Abstract :

This study came within the framework of studies of electronic marketing and its use by
electronic influencers to influence the user audience through the contents displayed
through social networking sites of various types and goals. Through this study titled
“Influential Marketing for Electronic Influencers via Social Media Sites,” we will try to
shed light on these contemporary concepts and learn about the areas and strategies of
this influence on users of social media sites.

Keywords: Social Media, Electronic marketing, influence marketing, electronic
influencers
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3! julie Deveaud : De Montréal a la région d’Yverdon- Les-Bains, comment les influenceurs

nous font

voyager, Travail de Bachelor, module 786b, Haute Ecole de Gestion et tourisme, Valais, 2017,
10

%2 Reputation Vip, Qu’est-ce qu’un influenceur ? reputation vip, le :14/01/2021, a :22.18,

https://lwww.reputationvip.com/fr/guide/definitions/qu-est-ce-qu-un-influenceur

133 JCM journal du cm ? Qu’est-ce qu’un influenceur ou une influenceuse ? Laurent Bour,

le :15/01/2021, a :23.04, https://www.journalducm.com/dictionnaire-

marketing/influenceurinfluenceuse/amp/
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Aiy 5l ambassader jau sS 3 aklin Caals prescripter ‘Lﬁj) Jié of opinion

13 3em journal du cm ? Les influenceurs et les influenceuses, quels sont leurs réles ?

Laurent Bour,
le :16/01/2021, a : 00.10, https://www.journalducm.com/influenceurs
L 2021/05/1 5 0 sl s ¢ Ja5¥ s sl o el (e S topisall e Gagudl) (sl s 1%
https://dolphinuz.com/blog/single/28/whats-influencer-marketing21:44
Squid impact, Qu’est-ce qu’un influenceur ? Stéphane Torregrosa, le :11/02/2021, a
:21.47, https://lwww.squid-impact.fr/quest-ce-quun-influenceur/
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37 Adobe, Les 6 caractéristiques de I'influenceur, Bérangére Gloaguen, le :11/02/2021, a :20
.40, https://fr.blog.marketo.com/2019/07/les-6-caracteristiques-de-linfluenceur-btob.html
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ll 2 J10.000 YT sball e adysges 22 zoby ol gsadll glua
Orliadl A8 agys Al JS Gauln Al Kl B s aaY) agiiae <a0e100.000

Ol Laa ¢ paisa Jeldiy Hoganll ASHLIe (e dalle IV e agadl (pfisall oWia U cdpaaal)
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%9 bigsocial.fr, COMMENT RECONNAITRE UN BON INFLUENCEUR ? Rodolphe, le
:11/02/2021, a :12.22, http://bigsocial.fr/reconnaitre-bon-influenceur-2/
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https://blog.khamsat.com/how-to-use-influencer-marketing«16:45 L 2021/02/09
Launchmetrics, 4 types d’Influenceurs et les objectifs que vous pouvez atteindre grace
a chacun, Gina
Gulberti, le :11/02/2021, a :20.19, https://www.launchmetrics.com/fr/ressources/blog/types-
influenceurs
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142 ReputationVIP, qu’est ce qu’un influenceur ?, le :25/01/2021, a 23:16,

https://lwww.reputationvip.com/fr/guide/definitions/qu-est-ce-qu-un-influenceur
3 Overblog, C'est quoi un blog lifestyle ?, Virginie B, le 22/02/2021, a 13.45,
http://www.virginiebichet.org/2015/06/c-est-quoi-un-blog-lifestyle.htmi
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* influentia, Classement: influenceurs voyage a découvrir en 2021, lllan Khouader, le

:23/02/2020, a :10.43, https://influentia.fr/blog/voyage/meilleurs-influenceurs-voyage

%5 definitions-marketing, Voyage influenceurs, B. Bathelot, le :23/02/2021, a :13.23,
https://www.definitions-marketing.com/definition/voyage-influenceurs/

Y% INFLUENTH le magazine de l'influence marketing, LE TOP 10 DES INFLUENCEUSES
BEAUTE FRANCAISES, Isabelle amar, le :24/02/2021, a :17.45, http://www.influenth.com/top-
10-influenceusesbeaute francaises/
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47 cosmopolitan, 15 influenceuses mode & suivre, Victoria lasserre et charlotte darnige, le
:24/02/2021,

8 vidclust, Top 10 des influenceurs fitness & musculation, Jacques Mura, le :26/02/2021, a
:16.36, https://medium.com/vidclust/pltop-10-des-influenceurs-fithess-musculation-
bd3f3b57656a
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9 INFLUENTH le magazine de l'influence marketing, les 10 influenceurs fitness qui

cartonnent sur les réseaux sociaux, AXELLE GAUTIER, le :26/02/2021, a :23.47,
http://www.influenth.com/influenceursfitness populaires/

% thinkwithgoogle, De nouveaux influenceurs culinaires font bouillir la marmite digitale, le
:28/02/2021,

a :16.37, https://www.thinkwithgoogle.com/intl/fr-fr/tendances/vision/de-nouveaux-influenceurs-
culinairesfont bouillir-la-marmite-digitale/

! kolsquar, Trouvez vos influenceurs innovation et technologie (2020), le :02/03/2021, a
:23.16, https://www.kolsquare.com/fr/guide/innovation
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181 3CM journal du cm, Op.cit

182 Definitions marketing, Placement produit YouTube, B. Bathelot, le :22/05/2021, a : 14.56,
https://www.definitions-marketing.com/definition/placement-produit-youtube/
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- packhelp, Unboxing: notre guide complet, Ahmed Lahlou, le :03/06/2021, a :15.12,
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184 Definitions marketing, Takeover de compte social, B. Bathelot, le :22/05/2021, a : 16.35,
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%% 3eMm journal du cm, Op.cit.

1% moon-event, intégrer le marketing influentiel & vos événements, le :04/06/2021, a :16.34,
https://www.moon-event.fr/agence-evenementiel/le-marketing-influentiel/
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21.45, https://influenzzz.fr/brand-development/de-linteret-evenements/

ﬂ
123



2024 )L/ sle yai mball Sl oy pimlly mibaadl a3mll e Ne W) calus jal) a2

J (e il rontll Adee 3 Jonin sgd . Poaanas Aima 320 mlla 05
(sl aa collaboration  ashill ) & e-commerce 4, iSly) s)laill Tiea
Say 8 cpfinall Lad 5y Eua placement of products  cilaiial) i <5 @lldy 1341

Adle Ay pecl) Aleall Jrns rany Allasinl o G+ duaslie pe 4L 4 Gl a5
gns Ll Alee a4 LS caia ooy ol QAN Cipla (ge Alsias ST s LEU
¢lasndl Aaanll gy b pmse JS kel (8 oLaDU ey € S8 iy Pl A

black Friday

viog : gl djgaee

video " Lyl 4dde (3lhi Al 4dlpal rany sed (Aigae Al sad A I3l saviog «
by g adaia el (P e 4didy alelaaly il 3SLiavloguer' i bloguer
Ll VIS Cany o Talie we 4S5lias o liial) Jualgil) pilse e ailloa
placement (cilaiidl Cuasilsupports  cilales sl ciligae s O (Say cpileall
) Al ADle Y Alaalls 4 gl Al i) ) 8 Ledlexind (Says ¢ O products
T oind) e S < s

Pl (gygedl) Cilaa) —a

G o) sl e g5 e Dl b e linY) Jualsil qllge (pfive i sl
(e QISESy Clshin Gsasty (Al Gayigally Apladll Cldlall o 4SS (e Ble 0 s
sl Calaaly) adas JaY)

calaia) @leadll o claiiad)l Jils dpyladll Al Joa jseendl Jimdy Lo ST ddjaae
caganlia ¢l 3l g o) e yisalls

168 regarde :

- L'agence web Aseox, Code promotion, le :05/06/2021, a : 23.17, http://www.dico
ecommerce.fr/codepromotion.html

- dictionnaire sensagent, Code promotionnel, wikipedia, le :05/06/2021, a :23.49,
http://dictionnaire.sensagent.leparisien.fr/Code%20promotionnel/fr-fr/

199 Definitions marketing, Code promo influenceur, B. Bathelot, le :06/06/2021, a :
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170 'ai compris comment, Qu’est-ce qu’un Vlog ?, lucas chavanel, le :04/06/2021, a :22.14,
https://www.jaicompriscomment.fr/definition-viog/

! Definitions marketing, Vlog, B. Bathelot, le :06/06/2021, a : 01.27,
https://lwww.definitionsmarketing.com/definition/viog/
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Gestion et tourisme, Valais, 2017

- cosmopolitan, 15 influenceuses mode a suivre, Victoria lasserre et charlotte darnige
-Sites internet :
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Abstract:

In this era, advertising discourse is considered a media and cultural industry in the
fullest sense of the word, and therefore it receives great attention in various societies,
especially developed ones. It is also characterized by a high ability to crystallize
opinion and shape awareness, and to influence and direct culture in its various moral
and philosophical dimensions. The study was focused on extending the general
foundations of the semiotic approach to advertising in general, and the advertising
poster in particular, within the dualities of (text and discourse - structure and function -
image and linear format). The study produced fundamental results, the most important
of which is that the procedures for semiotic analysis of advertising posters do not
deviate from the nature of the analysis tools used in general semiotics. The semiotic
approach employed in this study is characterized by scientific competence in analysis
and procedural flexibility in monitoring the semantic systems of the advertising poster,
given the specificity of adopting semiotics as a basis for the study.

Key words: advertising, advertising discourse, advertising poster,semiotic analysis
receiver.
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The role of modern media in supporting trends in integrating students with
hearing disabilities into public educational institutions
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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the role of modern media, represented by social networking
sites in its various forms, in supporting the trend towards integrating hearing-impaired
students into educational institutions, from the point of view of a number of students
from the media department in a number of Libyan colleges, with a sample of (200).
Male and female students. This study also used the questionnaire as a tool for
collecting data and information. The study also used the descriptive analytical approach
to achieve its goals. It also used a number of statistical methods, including the
arithmetic mean, the standard deviation, the percentage, the relative weight, the
Pearson correlation coefficient, the Cronbach’s alpha reliability coefficient, and the
Reliability with the split-half method, and the t-test to answer its questions, as the
results of this study resulted in great agreement among the study sample members on
the questionnaire items, which proved that social networking sites have a significant
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impact in strengthening the attitudes of community members and teachers and pushing
in the direction of adopting an integration program. The hearing-impaired within
educational institutions and its objectives, and pushing towards accepting this program
and supporting it and working to make it successful. These means also influenced
positively towards the activation of this programme. The results of this study also
resulted in the absence of statistically significant differences in the level of responses
of the members of the study sample, which is due to For transgender people and
educational institutions
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« The reality of Algerian society through the Algerian Ramadan series
- a critical and analytical study of the series “Al-Dama” by director
» Yahya Muzahim
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Summary:

The Al-Dama series, directed by Yahya Muzahim, with its social nature, is one of the
Algerian series that received high viewership rates during Ramadan 2023. This series
also caused an uproar among the audience, with both critics and supporters. It raises the
question: Does the Al-Dama series reflect the reality of Algerian society?. Here, our
study aims to highlight the content of the Al-Dama series, starting from its seventh
episode, as a intentional sample. Adopting the critical analytical approach

The study reached the most important results: that the director succeeded in portraying
the reality of the corrupt in Algerian society, especially drug dealers, and in alienating
society from them. Meanwhile, a critical analysis of the discourse showed that the
series sometimes departed from what was required .

Keywords: Al-Dama series - Algerian society - Ramadan series
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Abstract:

The media faces challenges in adapting to technological advancements and changes in
consumer behavior, especially in the era of viral videos and their impact on media
practices and its role in society. The research paper highlights the ways in which viral
videos are used as a primary means of conveying messages and documenting events,
making media discourse more dynamic and interactive. Additionally, the paper
discusses the ethical and professional challenges arising from the spread of misleading
and biased news through modern media. It also examines how to create media content
by relying on citizen journalist contributions, as well as how to screen content, select
information, verify its credibility, and ensure the integrity of its style.
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Abstract

This study aimed to know the most important issues covered by the BBC channel
during its coverage of the Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip 2023/2024, and to know
what news frames were used, as well as to know the most prominent figures who
appeared on the channel. The researchers relied on the descriptive analytical approach
and the content analysis tool in order to analyze Articles published on the official
website of the BBC channel, represented by 67 articles published in the first week of
the war, and 46 articles in the fourth week. The studies concluded that the conflict
frame was the leading frame among the news frames, followed by the humanitarian
concerns frame, and Israeli figures and international figures emerged. Among the most
prominent figures on the channel, the study also found that the channel is biased
toward the Israeli side.

Keywords: Israeli war on Gaza, BBC channel, framing, news frames.
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Summary:

Cultural media in Morocco has witnessed significant development since its beginnings
in the sixties. Television broadcasting started by presenting news and entertainment
programs, but over time, programs diversified and production quality improved,
making it play an important role in conveying knowledge and culture, raising
awareness about social and cultural issues. Moroccan television media has contributed
to supporting cultural development in Moroccan society and enhancing cultural
awareness among citizens, assuming a variety of roles in this aspect, as revealed in this
article.

Key words: Cultural media - Morocco - Emergence - Development - Cultural
roles
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Propagandizing China in the 21st Century: The Belt and
Road Initiative in the U.S. mass media.

Dr. Lawrie Phillips is Acting Head of Radio and Television at the
British University in Egypt, and Lecturer in political communication,
multimedia production, and social marketing. Recent publications
include articles on U.S. propaganda in the 21st Century, on the
current role and discourse of the BBC, and on U.S. and Islamic State
recruitment strategies.

Abstract

This paper explores mainstream televised U.S. news reports in order to provide insight
into patterns of U.S. propaganda against China in general and against the Belt and
Road Initiative in particular. These news reports span a five-year period, stretching
from news coverage of the trade war (2018) and allegations that the Belt and Road
Initiative poses a threat to U.S. global supremacy (2020) to coverage of the Belt and
Road Summit in Beijing (2023), the crisis in Gaza (2024), and the banning of the
China-owned TikTok social media app(lication) on the grounds that it is gathering U.S.
data and shaping U.S. beliefs. This timeline of mainstream U.S. news reports reflects
the timeline of crises outlined, constructed and generated on the Internet platform of
the United States Council on Foreign Relations (2024). This paper uses an official CIA
report published in the Washington Post (2021) to contextualize this propaganda
campaign against China. This report suggests that the United States has to defend its
global interests against the insidious threat of China. This paper traces U.S. media
propaganda against China back to the stereotype of the Yellow Peril and the myth of
the model minority, both of which have targeted, marginalised, and disempowered
Chinese people. The paper uses a broad range of theoretical insights into representing,
narrating and framing the Other in order to construct a nuanced interpretation of the
current nature and role of propaganda towards China and the Belt and Road Initiative
in current mainstream U.S. news production. Using multimodal discourse analysis of
14 CNN and Fox News reports on China in general, and

14 on the Belt and Road Initiative in particular, this paper confirms the Orientalist
hypothesis that current U.S. propaganda seeks to control, manipulate, and incorporate
China in its Neo-Liberal World Order.
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Propagandizing China in the 215t Century: The Belt and Road Initiative in the
U.S. mass media.

Introduction

U.S. propaganda against China should be seen in terms of an official CIA statement
published in the Washington Post (2021) that characterises China as ‘the most
important geopolitical threat that we [the United States] face in the 21st Century’. This
report announces the establishment of a U.S. mission centre to be focused on
‘gathering intelligence about China,” on ‘countering its espionage against the United
States,” and on ‘preparing for an all-encompassing, years-long struggle with Beijing’.
The report portrays China as the greatest present geopolitical threat to the United
States, and suggests that this threat is increasing.

CNN (2023d) refers to the Belt and Road Initiative in similar terms, suggesting that
this initiative is the latest stage in China’s ‘up to $1 trillion global infrastructure
building drive’. CNN suggests that the Chinese leader, Xi Jinping ‘is escalating his
push to challenge America’s global leadership’ and to create a world based on ‘iron-
fisted, autocratic rule’. This report argues that the Chinese Communist Party is
opposed to ‘an international system [that] it sees as unfairly stacked’ to support the
United States and its allies, and claims that China is aiming to win support across the
world, ‘through speeches, diplomatic meetings, forums and international gatherings
large and small’.

The China Daily (2022) on the other hand challenges U.S. propaganda against China,
by claiming that Congress drafted an ‘America Competes Act’ that pledged half a
billion dollars to ‘churn out negative news coverage on China’. This Chinese news
report characterizes U.S. reporters as instigators of an ‘unrelenting and disguised
smear campaign against China’.

These reports suggest that there is an ongoing propaganda war between the U.S. and
China, and that the U.S. sees China in general and the Belt and Road Initiative in
particular as threats to their interests. The purpose of this article is to explore the nature
of this campaign in mainstream news production in the United States, bearing in mind
that the United States is a Liberal society based on ‘competition and diversity’
(Herman 2020) and that ‘there is a need to view news [in the digital age] through a lens
of struggle; a struggle in which journalists, audiences, scholars and, indeed, all citizens
have a part to play’ (Harcup 2023).

This paper will begin by exploring academic insights into stereotypical mainstream
U.S. discourse on China before providing theoretical and nuanced practical insights
into the current U.S. propaganda campaign against China.

Negative U.S. stereotypes of China

Castafio et al. (2016) claim that the United States uses nationalism and negative
stereotypes of other nations to support their global interests, by creating a
collective

negative attitude towards societies such as China that pose a threat to U.S. global
hegemony.

Negative U.S. stereotypes of China have portrayed Chinese people as ‘perpetual
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foreigners who are unable to be assimilated’ (Shim 1998). Such stereotypes
suggest that Chinese people have a single, unified, pre-set, permanent identity (Hall
1996) and that Chinese people are in some sense inferior. Bhabha (1994) suggests that
the goal of this nationalist racist discourse is to reinforce racial and cultural hierarchies.

These negative stereotypes of Chinese people can be traced back to the discourse of the
Yellow Peril generated in newspapers such as the Los Angeles Times (1886). Such
stereotypes created a moral panic (Cohen 1980; Hall 1981) around ‘subhuman’ Japanese
and Chinese immigrants that are supposedly about to flood into the United States,
displacing and eradicating Europeans, ‘stealing’ jobs, and ‘destroying’ culture (Shim
1998). The Immigration Act of 1924 categorised Asians as an ‘undesirable’ race,
limited Asian immigration, and marginalized Asian communities.

Important movie stereotypes of this inferior traditional Chinese stereotype include Fu
Manchu and Charlie Chan (Wu 1982). Fu Manchu represented a mysterious threat in
contrast to Charlie Chan, a bumbling do-gooder. Chinese females in turn have been
represented in movies and television programs either as delicate lotus blossoms or as
dragon ladies, depending on their level of submissiveness or despotism. Lee (2007) has
also denounced the negative media portrayal of young Asian women as objects of male
desire, a stereotype propagated by the treatment of local women in the Philippines,
Thailand, Vietnam and Japan at the hands of U.S. military personnel during the 19th
and 20th Century.

Ono & Pham (2009) claim that mainstream U.S. media currently portray Chinese
people as a model minority. Chinese people are portrayed as ‘conscientious,
industrious, disciplined, persistent, driven, studious, and intelligent people who have
elevated their socioeconomic status through merit, persistence, tenacity, self-discipline,
drive, and diligence’ compared to other ethnic groups (ibid). This claim is based on their
strong level of academic success, their professional careers, and their high household
incomes.

On the other hand, Ono & Pham (2009) argue that this stereotypical portrayal of
Chinese people as self-disciplined and successful is in itself problematic. East Asian
people living in the U.S. have a larger income gap than other ethno-racial groups, and
there is strong discrimination against them. This stereotype of Asian people as
conscientious and successful contributes to the illusion that social mobility in the
United States is based on merit, thereby masking prejudice and corruption.

Mukkamala & Suyemoto (2018) concur, arguing that the model minority stereotype of
East Asian people occurred in the 1960s in order to counter the Black struggle for civil
rights. This stereotype represented Asian people as successful examples of cultural
assimilation, thereby turning the blame away from the pro-white establishment and
against the Black protesters in the streets.

Other mass media stereotypes of Asia are also damaging (Ono & Pham 2009). The Asian
dragon ladies are portrayed as ruthless, obsessed with the high academic achievement
of their offspring, and Chinese men are represented as sexless. These stereotypical
images marginalise Asian people in the United States.

The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2022) uses ‘facts and figures’ to denounce
‘Falsehoods in US Perceptions of China’. This report argues that the international
order promotes U.S. interests and hegemony. It insists that China is committed to basic
norms in international law, in international relations, and in the UN charter, and that
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the U.S. is ‘the most belligerent country in the history of the world’.

Lu et. al. (2019) in contrast suggest that social media platforms are currently
influencing and dissolving these negative stereotypes, and that Chinese ownership and
use of the highly viewed TikTok app(lication) ‘provides great contrast to traditional
U.S. news media which usually casts China in a negative light’.

TikTok audiences are predominantly composed of young college students. These
audiences tended to watch videos on Food & Beverage and Fashion & Beauty. These
videos gained over 10 million viewers, providing a positive and long-lasting framing
of China and Chinese people. Unlike rival social media platforms such as YouTube,
TikTok is associated with short videos that require low effort and commitment. These
videos and positive views are personalized, discoverable, and shared amongst small
circles.

Nevertheless, there are strong challenges to the notion of the Internet and the social
media as a counter-public sphere that can challenge and bypass the private interests of
capitalism and corporations (Castells 2015) and dissolve political, national, racial,
cultural and economic barriers. The U.S. government for example has unleashed a
legal campaign to ban the Chinese-owned TikTok platform (Washington Post 2024) on
the grounds that it is gathering information on its 170 million U.S. users and at the same
time ‘secretly’ shaping their beliefs. Such policies and measures seem to reflect the
U.S. commitment to dominate and distance itself from China and Chinese people that is
at the heart of this paper on ‘propagandizing China’.

The China virus

Media rhetoric seems to impact on hate crimes. Ang (2020) argues that the portrayal of
the white supremacist Ku Klux Klan in the Birth of the Nation movie incited riots and
lynching in the early 20th Century. Yanagizawa-Drott (2014) claims that the radio
programming in Rwanda promoted the extermination of the Tutsi people.

PBS (2020) explores the effect of U.S. media discourse and anti-Asian rhetoric on hate
crimes inside the United States during the Covid-19 epidemic. The number of anti-
Asian hate crime events in California more than doubled in 2020, their most common
target being individuals rather than organisations, and their most common
manifestation being violent crime in general, and simple assault and intimidation in
particular. The number of property hate crime events, ranging from arson to vandalism,
also increased dramatically.

The National Bureau of Economic Research (2022) argues that hate crimes against East
Asians in the United States spiked ‘around the time Trump began attributing Covid-19
to China,’ resulting in ‘incidents of hate, violence, harassment, discrimination, shunning,
and child bullying’. This report links these violent incidents to U.S. President Trump’s
tweets regarding the so-called ‘Chinese virus’. These tweets created a negative mental
construct that suggested that Chinese people ‘are’ the Covid-19 virus, and that this
China virus, these stereotypical Chinese people pose a threat to the very survival of the
so-called Free World.

Darling-Hammond et al. (2020) provide insight into the power of this negative
discourse surrounding China, arguing that on March 8th the term Chinese virus and its
derivatives were re-tweeted more than six times on Twitter (X) and on March 9th,
2020 the use of these terms increased eight times in news reports. Between March, 2020
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and June 2021, the Stop AAPI Hate Coalition reported over 9,000 incidents
of racial violence (Lang 2021). The connection between Chinese people (foreigners) and
the pandemic then spilled over into racism, xenophobia, and othering of minorities in the
United States (Elias et al. 2021), and into relations between the U.S. and China (Rodhan
2020).

Zakaria (2020) has argued that the discourse surrounding the pandemic intensified
rivalry between the United States and China, undermining lucrative trade deals between
the two powers in which China pledged to purchase $200 billion of U.S. exports in
return for relief on tariffs. Jia & Lu (2021) concur, arguing that instead of portraying
Covid-19 ‘objectively’ as a public health crisis, mainstream U.S. media reports have
adopted the strategy of ‘naming, shaming, blaming, and taming’ against China, thereby
promoting President Trump’s America First campaign and simultaneously ‘arresting
China’s ascendency’ and destroying the so-called ‘Chinese dream’. The goal of this
media campaign, according to Jia & Lu (2021), is to encourage U.S. businesses based
in China to return to the United states and to encourage litigation against China.

The goal of this paper therefore is to explore in a more nuanced manner the methods that
the U.S. media have used to assert themselves over China since the China virus
campaign. In order to do so, this paper will use theoretical insights into representing
the Other (Said 1978; Bhabha 1994), into narrating the Other (Schudson 2001; Peters
2011) and into framing the Other (Entman 1993; D’Angelo 2019) in order to interpret a
series of important U.S. news reports on China. These CNN and Fox News reports span
the period from the Covid-19 pandemic (CNN 2020a) to the genocide in Gaza (CNN
2024).

Representing the Other

The first set of theoretical insights into the current nature of propaganda against China
in mainstream U.S. news production suggest that U.S. news reports might present
China and Chinese as the Inferior Other. This part of the paper contrasts two important
theoretical insights into the representation of the Other: Orientalism and Othering
(Said 1978) and hybridity and the interstice (Bhabha 2004).

In Orientalism (1978), the post-colonial Palestinian American scholar Edward Said
critiques negative colonial representations of the East. His insights into negative
stereotypes are based on ‘the net of racism, of cultural stereotypes, of political

imperialism [and] of dehumanizing ideology’ that surrounded him in the United States
(Said 2005).

Said’s notion of Orientalism represents the Oriental Other as the eternal outsider (13-
16). He argues that negative portrayals of the East strip Eastern people and cultures of
their humanity. They are based on assumptions that the United States and Europe have
the right to own and drain ‘the majority of the world resources' because only he 'is a
true human being' (Said 2003: 108).

He argues that the West views the East as inferior with populations that are ignorant,
savage and immoral, ‘Arabs, for example, are thought of as camel-riding, terroristic,
hook- nosed, venal lechers whose underserved wealth is an affront to real civilization’
(ibid). He concludes that Oriental stereotypes reflect a perceived right and will to
power over the East, an intent to ‘control, manipulate, even incorporate, what is a
manifestly different world’ (Said 1978: 12).

Homi Bhabha (2004) challenges Said's claim that the East is the passive object of the
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hegemonic colonial control of the West, arguing instead that the relationship
between the colonizer and the colonized, the East and the West is a reciprocal
relationship. In The Location of Culture (1994), Bhabha introduces the concept of
interstice to explain the hybrid nature of cultures, ideologies, and identities. The
interstice is a hybrid space that permits people of the East to transcend stereotypes.

This paper therefore explores current mainstream news stories on China to measure the
extent to which such stories might disseminate (Said 1978) or transcend (Bhabha
2004) dehumanizing Orientalist discourse and stereotypes of the eternal Asian Other--
the extent to which current U.S. propaganda seeks to ‘control, manipulate, even
incorporate’ (Said 1978: 12) China in its hegemonic neo-colonial empire.

Narrating the Other

The second set of theoretical insights into the current nature of propaganda against China
in mainstream U.S. news production suggest that U.S. news reports might create a
discourse of objectivity (Schudson 2001) in order to support its claim that China is
illegitimate, unreasonable and unjust.

Theories of narration contrast two types of news discourse. The first type of news
reports disconnects so-called facts from opinions and present these supposed truths in a
‘cool, rather than emotional’ tone (Schudson 2001: 150). This style of reporting adopts a
critical, impartial, objective, unbiased, rational tone based on a sense of political and
emotional detachment (Sims 2007). The second type of news report uses emotion to
craft engaging stories that appeal to the hearts and minds of audiences (Peters 2011).
This style of reporting in contrast to the first adopts a partial, subjective, biased tone
based on political partisanship and emotional involvement (Pantti 2010: 169).

The Digital Resource Center (2023) traces this debate between objective and subjective,
factual and emotional reporting to the transition from newspapers that belonged to
political parties to newspaper businesses that derived their profits from advertisement
and sales. For example, Horace Greeley, the owner of The New York Tribune in 1841
separated news reports from opinion pieces, and labelled the opinion page ‘Editorial
Page’, thereby segmenting the presentation of facts and opinions. This separation
between so-called objective impartial truth and emotion is an important characteristic
of

U.S. mass media. On the other hand, researchers such as Wahl-Jorgensen (2013) have
argued that Pulitzer Prize-winning journalism uses a mixture of objective and
subjective discourse, outsourcing emotion by attributing it to sources.

This paper suggests that U.S. mass media news reports are rooted in both objective and
subjective discourses, and that these parallel discourses contribute to current
understandings of Truth,

‘The types of discourse which [society] accepts and makes function as true; the
mechanisms and instances which enable one to distinguish true and false statements,
the means by which each is sanctioned; the techniques and procedures accorded value
in the acquisition of truth; the status of those who are charged with saying what counts
as true’ (Foucault 1980: 131).

This paper therefore explores current mainstream news stories on China in order to
measure the extent to which such stories separate (Schudson 2001; Peters 2011) or
blend (Wahl-Jorgensen 2013) objective and subjective styles of narration, the aim of
these discourses being to delegitimise and control the designated political, economic and
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ideological threat of China (Lai 2016).
Framing the Other

The third set of theoretical insights into the current nature of propaganda against China
in mainstream U.S. news production suggests that U.S. news reports might frame
China, the target of their interest in power and profits as illegitimate, unjust, insidious,
and undeserving.

These insights into framing are based on Entman’s claim that journalists select
political information in order to promote ‘a particular problem definition, causal
interpretation, moral evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation’ (1993: 52). Framing
provides insight into ‘the imprint of power’ in political journalism. This imprint of
power provides insights into ‘the actors or interests that competed to dominate the text’
(p. 55). It is at the same time important to understand that these political frames do not
dominate meaning and interpretation of political texts (Hall 2011). Texts are
interpreted according to the political attitudes (lyengar 1991) and memories (Pan and
Kosicki 1993) of individual members of the audience.

D’Angelo (2002: 873) argues that insights into framing should transcend the mere
identification of frames. Framing research should also investigate the conditions
that

produce frames and the influence of frames on both the individual and on public
opinion in general. He also suggests that context is crucial, the influence of context on
audience beliefs, attitudes, and practices (D’Angelo 2019). Ooi & D’Arcangelis (2018)
provide general insights into ‘discourses of othering in US news and political rhetoric,’
identifying three salient elements in U.S. news reports on China, ‘China as cheat:
currency squabbles,” ‘China as thief: cyber battles,” and ‘China as lawless bully:
maritime disputes.’ Their insights into framing reflect the view that ‘ American images of
China are inextricable from the formulation and enactment of Washington’s foreign
policies toward China’ (Turner 2014).

This paper therefore explores current mainstream news stories on China to measure the
extent to which such stories frame (Entman 1993; D’Angelo 2002, 2019; Ooi &
D’Arcangelis 2018) China as illegitimate, unjust, insidious, and undeserving on both
sides of the political spectrum (Democrat and Republican).

Multimodal discourse analysis

This article uses multimodal discourse analysis to investigate the interconnected role of
language, sound and image in constructing current U.S. news reports on China. This
approach to the analysis of news reports is based on insights into ideational, interpersonal
and textual meaning (Halliday 1978): insight into people and objects, into social
interaction, into structure, and into the connection between text and context.

These insights into news reports are in turn applied to a broad range of modes and
genres, using language, text, image, audio and video. Multimodal discourse analysis
therefore explores polysemy (Kress & Leeuwen 2003), the interweaving of semiotic
resources to capture the interest, minds and hearts of the public.

In the next part of this paper, multimodal discourse analysis will be used to explore the
polysemy of mainstream U.S. news production and propaganda against China. This
research is based on two important news outlets (CNN and Fox News) and on two
samples of news reports. The first sample of news reports is about China in general and
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the second is about the Belt and Road Initiative in particular.

The sample of 14 news reports on China in general spans the period from the outset of
the Covid-19 pandemic (CNN 2020a, February 14) to the spiralling genocide in Gaza
(CNN 2024, January 26). It both reflects and reflects on official U.S. policy towards
China, and is based on the Council on Foreign Relations ‘Timeline of U.S.-China
relations’ (2024). The sample of 14 news reports on the Belt and Road Initiative in
particular spans the same period of time. The rationale behind the selection of news
outlets and reports is provided in the next part of this paper.

CNN and Fox News

This paper uses two powerful news channels to investigate the use of multimodal
discourse to narrate and frame China in general and the Belt and Road Initiative in
particular as illegitimate, unjust, insidious, and undeserving.

This paper has selected CNN and Fox News as prime sources of U.S. propaganda
regarding China because these two news corporations have the largest audiences and
revenues in the United States. CNN Press Room (2024) portrays CNN as ‘the most
honoured brand in cable news, reaching more individuals on television and online than
any other cable news organization in the United States’. CNN International broadcasts
to more than 200 countries and territories. CNN Digital is the number 1 online news
platform, and has ‘more unique visitors than any other news source’. CNN reaches
around 80 million households in the United States, 347 million households worldwide,
and registers more than 150 million unique visitors to CNN Digital. The U.S.
telecommunications giant AT&T owns CNN, HBO and Warner Bros (BBC 2021).

The Fox corporation owns Fox News, and Disney owns 20th Century Fox (BBC
2020). Fox News dominates prime time with more than two million viewers whereas
CNN has around 60,000 viewers (Pew Research 2022). The revenue of CNN stood at
$1.8 billion in 2022. The revenue of Fox News in contrast soared to $3.3 billion. Both
news conglomerates have a strong profit orientation (Pew Research 2023). CNN and Fox
News represent the bipartisan political nature of mainstream news production in the
United States. CNN has strong Democrat support and Fox News has strong Republican
support (Pew Research 2020), but CNN and Fox News are merging politically,
because John Malone, one of the leading shareholders in both CNN and Fox News has
strong Republican orientation.

This paper suggests that powerful U.S.-based global investors such as VVanguard, SSGA
and Black Rock, and powerful U.S.-based global advertisers such as insurance,
pharmaceutical, private healthcare and communications industries influence the
ideological orientation of both CNN and Fox News and their negative discourse
regarding China and the Belt and Road Initiative.

Sampling

This paper explores 1) a sample of 14 CNN and Fox news reports that spans an important
period in U.S.-China relations, beginning with a CNN report on the Covid-19 pandemic
in February, 2020 and ending with a CNN report on the genocide in Gaza in January,
2024, and 2) a sample of 14 CNN and Fox reports related to the Belt and Road project,
beginning in February, 2020 and ending with the Belt and Road summit in China in
November, 2023. This timeline of mainstream U.S. news reports reflects the timeline
of crises outlined on the Internet platform of the United States Council on Foreign
Relations (2024). This Council is an ‘independent, nonpartisan membership
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organization, think tank, and publisher’ that has been designed to help its
members to understand and support United States policy regarding China and the rest
of the world. The mainstream
U.S. news reports on the Belt and Road project run parallel to this timeline of
designated media-generated crises.

The next part of this paper therefore provides a multimodal discourse analysis of
mainstream news reports on the issues highlighted in the official timeline of the
United

States Council on Foreign Relations (2024) and on the issues highlighted in
mainstream news reports on the Belt and Road project. This timeline dates this
designated trade war to the President Trump administration that imposed tariffs on
several Chinese clothing and electronics in 2018 and to the Chinese government that
responded in kind. Ha et al. (2022) have claimed that the U.S. media tend to use
combative rhetoric in their representation of these battles for products and profits.
China, in contrast presents trade between these two powers in terms of mutual
interests. This paper uses this so-called trade war between the United States and China
to contextualise the battle for power and the U.S. propaganda against China that are
embedded in this sample of 28 CNN and Fox news reports.

Multimodal discourse analysis of mainstream news reports: Timeline of the United
States Council on Foreign Relations (2024)

News report no. 1 (CNN 2020a) frames the Covid-19 pandemic in terms of the
heroism, tragedy, and irony of the Chinese doctor who ‘tried to warn the world’ about the
pandemic, but sadly, ‘In a matter of days, Doctor L. Wenliang went from treating
patients to becoming one, dying less than a week later.” The caption introduces the
direction of the narrative, “Wuhan coronavirus kills doctor who warned of outbreak,’
perpetuating the stereotypical connection between China and the Chinese regime in
general and Wuhan, capital of Hubei Province in China in particular and the deadly
Covid-9 pandemic that is threatening to engulf the world. Being Neo-Liberal in its
political orientation, this report blames the regime rather than the individual, thereby
reinforcing the political construction of China as autocratic and bureaucratic. This
report promotes a ‘dehumanizing Orientalist discourse’ (Said 1978) that suggests that
China ‘is’ the virus, but suggests at the same time that the individual can transcend
(Bhabha 2004) this oppressive regime.

This report therefore blends objective and subjective styles of narration (Schudson
2001; Peters 2011; Wahl-Jorgensen 2013) to create a factual report that contrasts the
injustice of the Chinese regime and the heroism and martyrdom of the doctor. Doctor
L. Wenliang is foregrounded, addressing the audience directly, behind a green mask,
then on a ventilator, holding his personal ID. This report bears witness to the tragedy
of Dr. Wenliang who tried to warn the world but was silenced by the regime. The CNN
voice- over judges and blames China, claiming that ‘if action had been taken while he
and others were sounding alarms the severity of the outbreak might have been
understood earlier.” CNN presents itself and the U.S. as oases of Freedom in contrast
to the repression and censorship in China, ‘Struggling to communicate he spoke with
CNN by phone on January 21st.’

This portrayal of Chinese oppression is intensified through sound and vision. Dr.
Wenliang tells us, ‘I can barely breathe,” and coughs. CNN shows us the security
outside the hospital, the red barricades across the street, and the metal fence around the
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exotic local Chinese market. The voice-over tells us that instead of being
praised, the doctor got silenced. He himself declares that he feared that he would be
detained by the Chinese police. The report suggests that the local Chinese authorities
covered up the scandal,

maintaining that ‘there was no evidence for human-to-human transmission’ and that
the central Chinese government, ‘struggled to contain a rapidly spreading virus with a
rising death toll’. None of this helped Dr. Wenliang, because ‘for many including Lee
and his parents, it was too late. They all contracted the Corona virus.’

News report no. 2 (Fox News 2020a) perpetuates the Chinese coronavirus label, and
criticises the hypocrisy of ‘the media and ... the Left’ that condemn the label ‘after
using it themselves’. The report displays evidence of both President Trump and
opposition candidate, Joe Biden calling it a foreign virus. The caption provides evidence
of its deadly spread, ‘31 deaths, 1.000 confirmed Corona virus cases’. The official
source on Chinese matters, director of a centre of Chinese strategy, talks of the move to
‘develop vaccine in China with American partners,” and the problem of ‘trying to
dampen down the hard line Chinese nationalism, trying to undermine us [the U.S.]
around the world with their disinformation campaigns’. This news report then
reinforces the stereotype of China as nationalistic and insidious.

News report no. 3 (Fox News 2020b) denounces China, kicking ‘out U.S. journalists
amid coronavirus pandemic’. The split screen highlights the current battle between the
national interests and flags of the U.S. and China, and informs its audience that the
Chinese Foreign Ministry is requesting that New York Times, Wall Street Journal and
Washington post journalists ‘hand back their press cards within ten days’. The report
reminds us that this is a logical reaction to President Trump’s referral to Chinese media
abroad as ‘foreign missions’ and his subsequent dismissal of Chinese journalists. This
report confirms the stereotypical claim that the Chinese media (unlike media in the
United States) are censored, and presents this as ‘yet another step towards depriving
the Chinese people and the world of true information about China’.

News report no. 4 (CNN 2020c) glorifies the strong actions of President Trump against
China regarding Hong Kong. The opening line, ‘Trump takes aim at China over Hong
Kong’ uses a military metaphor to reinforce the concept of a trade war between the
U.S. and China. The CNN Hong Kong suggests that such sanctions might ‘jeopardize
tens of billions of dollars of trade’ and ‘create uncertainties for the 13,000 American
companies that operate’ in Hong Kong, but confirms the neo-Liberal nature of the
relationship between the U.S. and the U.S. news conglomerates and China.

News report no. 5 (Fox 2020c) defends the U.S. decision to revoke Hong Kong’s
special status and trade preferences, and avails itself of this opportunity to invoke Cold
War references to ‘Communist China’s laws and power’. News report no. 6 (CNN
2021a) designates China’s abuses of Uyghurs as genocide, reinforcing the illusion that
the United States has an interest in the human rights abuses and unprotected labour
upon which its capitalist empire is based (Mares 2022) This report coincides with the
‘democratic’ transition between President Trump and President Biden (2021),
suggesting that the U.S. is, and always has been in control of the world and ‘tough on
China’. CNN presents this accusation as ‘the conclusion of a scathing first of its kind
report from an independent group of human rights and legal experts’. This report
portrays Chinaas a place of concrete

blocks, perimeter walls and barbed wire behind which ‘as much as two million people
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have been forcibly detained, facing atrocities ranging from sexual assault to
psychological torture to cultural brainwashing to death’. This CNN report gives China
only a few moments to defend itself, ‘China’s Foreign Ministry calls the allegations
preposterous,” before presenting tis crimes in bullet points, ‘Government mandated
homestays [communists], mass internment, mass birth prevention, forcible transfer of
Uyghur children to state-run facilities, eradication of Uyghur identity, community and
domestic life, selective targeting of intellectuals and community leaders.’

This report supports the claim that mainstream U.S. news reports on China tend to
present themselves as factual, unbiased truthful narratives (Schudson 2001). CNN
provides a bare info-gram of Xinjiang 10-year birth rate and natural growth rate rather
than harrowing stories of unbearable human rights abuses, suggesting that the purpose
of such news reports is to ‘control, manipulate, even incorporate’ (Said 1978: 12)
China in its hegemonic neo-colonial empire, rather than create awareness and critique
of the evils of capitalism.

News report no. 7 (Fox News 2021) similarly charges China with committing genocide
against Uyghurs, creating a sense of urgency that can pressure China’s access to U.S.
markets by ‘accusing China in the last hour and a bit of committing genocide in its
repression of Uyghur Muslims’. Fox News provides an exclusive interview with U.S.
Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, who has ‘determined that the PRC under the
direction and control of the Chinese Communist Party has committed genocide and
crimes against the predominantly Muslim Uyghurs.” The U.S. therefore presents itself
as judge and jury, attributing ‘forced labour’ and ‘forced sterilisation’ to China, and
associating Communist China with Nazi Germany. The only other source is the white
Counter-intelligence Chief who reinforces an insidious stereotype of Chinese influence
on the United States, and arguing that ‘we have to educate America so they know what
malign influence tastes like, smells like, looks like, so when they see it, they can call it
out.” Controlling China is therefore one of the duties of the United States. U.S.
Secretary, Mike Pompeo patriotically portrays the U.S. as ‘the most exceptional nation
in the history of civilization’.

News report no. 8 (CNN 2021c) explains the diplomatic boycott of the Winter
Olympics, in a list of bullet points, ‘Beijing Olympics; US protesting treatment of
Uyghur Muslims in China; There will be no delegation from the White House,
Bipartisan support for boycott’. The only sources once again are the white columnist
and author of ‘The Coming Collapse of China’ (typed in red letters, representing
communism and blood) and the White House press secretary who talks about the need
to take a stance against ‘the People’s Republic of China’s egregious human rights
abuses and atrocities in Xinjiang’. News report no. 9 (Fox News 2022a) pushes the
issue further, threatening to boycott the game entirely, publicising a Republican
Congressman who ‘is going after the Chinese government as a brutal dictatorship with
no regard for human rights’. He goes into China’s human rights abuses in a little more
detail, referring to ‘control of religions in China, repression of information about
Covid-19, and genocide and mass internment of Uyghurs in Xinjiang’.

Once again this narrative is factual and objective (Schudson 2001), providing a case
against China but with little or no emotional insight into the horrors of genocide and
human rights abuse upon which its profits are based (Mares 2022).

News report no. 10 (CNN 2022a) spotlights tensions flaring over the projected U.S.
visit to Taiwan, beginning with a warning from the United States regarding ‘unilateral
efforts to change the status quo or undermine peace and stability across the Taiwan
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Strait’ and an official statement from China’s Xinhua News Agency,
opposing separatism and telling the
U.S. side in no uncertain terms to ‘abide by the One-China principle’. The report ends
with a show of Taiwanese military force, of fighter jets scrambling, helicopters hunting
submarines, destroyers opening fire and tanks moving through sand,” stereotyping
China as a military threat to the rest of the world, and providing no historical context to
the feud.

News report no. 11 (Fox News 2022c) similarly presents the visit of Nancy Pelosi to
China as an altercation with China. The China-state affiliated media responds by
threatening reprisals and ‘unbearable consequences’ to the Taiwanese authors. The
flight plan of Pelosi and the Twitter photo that foregrounds President Biden calling the
President of China suggest that the U.S. is pressuring China and the Chinese expert in
the Hudson Institute provides evidence that China should be seen as a military threat to
Taiwan. News report no. 12 (CNN 2023a) reinforces the stereotype of China as an
intelligence threat to the United States as it responds to the question of ‘How China
responded after US shot down suspected spy balloon’. The Chinese Defence Ministry
is quoted as saying that China will respond in kind to U.S. actions. A transportation
analyst in Anchorage, Alaska is then interviewed on the prospective success of the
salvage operation to find out what kind of information China is attempting to extract
about or from the United States.

News report no. 13 (Fox News 2023a) in contrast uses this incident to prod the
democrat President into taking action against the insidious China. President Biden is
caught on camera, getting into his car, promising that ‘we’re going to take care of it’.
Fox News then presents live flight tracking graphics that show the spy balloon being
shot down, portraying China as a security threat that has on this occasion been
neutralised, and confirming in the words of their China policy advisor that ‘this is a
very terrible reminder that the China threat is constant and it is real’.

News report no. 14 (CNN 2024) suggests that China is not a suitable agent of peace in
the world, because a ‘flood of anti-Semitic hate is going unchecked on Chinese social
media’. Reminding the audience for the nth time of ‘the deadly October 7th terror
attack on Israel’ that has been used ever since to justify an all-out genocide, CNN once
again criticises censorship in China and the autocratic rule of the President and the
communist party. It uses strong language and images to nullify China’s claim to the
moral high ground in the discourse of international relations by referring to ‘doctored
photos of Israeli flags combined with swastikas’ and claiming instead that ‘some are
buying Israeli flags just to stamp on them or post online’. Rather than respond to the
genocide and the horrors on the ground in Gaza, CNN claims that ‘China is exploiting
the hateful content [in order] to hurt the United States. CNN presents Chinese
reactions to the injustice in Gaza as ‘a

hornet’s nest of hateful content’ that criticises ‘Israel’s response in Gaza to the terrorist
attacks’. The German Embassy then intervenes to claim that the images are ‘degrading
to human dignity’ and to call the posters, ‘ignorant idiots or shameless bastards’.

Multimodal discourse analysis of mainstream news reports: The Belt and Road
project

News report no. 15 (CNN 2020b) compares the President of China (Xi) and the
President of Russia (Putin), claiming that the leaders of China and Russia are both
autocratic, that they have similar geopolitical interests, and that there is ‘a strong
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personal relationship between the two leaders,” although President Xi’s
hold on power is much more secure. The visual framing of this threat to the global
power and even survival of the United States involves a photograph of President Putin
in the foreground and a Russian General in the background and a caption and hyperlink
that reads, ‘Hear Putin discuss nuclear weapons.’

News report no. 16 (Fox 2020b) launches into a seemingly impartial objective
narrative that purports to explain the nature of China’s Belt and Road Initiative, ‘a
planned multitrillion-dollar infrastructure program that is intended to link China with
more than 100 countries through railroad, shipping and energy projects,” thereby
recreating the Silk road, an old network of trading routes between the East and the
West’. The map of the New Silk Road and the Maritime Silk Road plays an important
role in the coherence and credibility of this report. The report adopts an impartial tone
(Schudson 2001) by presenting two points of view. Proponents argue that the project
might strengthen ties ‘between Beijing and emerging markets’, thereby ‘lifting
developing nations out of poverty’. Critics, on the other hand portray the initiative as
‘part of China's desire to achieve trade dominance and control in order to compete with
the United States’.

This report therefore reinforces the Othering of the Orient and Edward Said’s
suggestion that the United States seeks to ‘control, manipulate, even incorporate’ the
East in its hegemonic neo-colonial empire (Said 1978: 12). This report presents the
Belt and Road project as unjust and insidious, arguing that ‘much about the project
remains shrouded in secrecy’ and that China is engaged in ‘debt-trap diplomacy’. It
then connects the project to the China virus, suggesting that the virus has hampered the
initiative.

News report no. 17 (Fox 2021b) highlights the claim that China's Belt and Road
Initiative threatens global U.S. interests. It pits two white heavyweights (‘The Council
on Foreign Relations' independent task force, chaired by former chief of Naval
Operations’ and a former Obama Treasury Secretary) against this latest manifestation
of the Yellow Peril. It alerts its audience to the insidious geopolitical nature of Chinese
influence, permeating digital infrastructure in countries around the world, and
characterising China as a perpetrator of ‘serious human rights abuse against ethnic
minorities in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region’.

News report no. 18 (CNN 2021b) provides evidence that the Belt and Road project is
failing, informing its audience that Australia is scrapping ‘Xi's signature project’
and

predicting a backlash from this dangerous opponent. The report begins with a voice-
over that claims that China is blocking exports, imposing tariffs on its agricultural
products, and pressuring Australian journalists and a caption that states that Australia is
‘bearing the brunt of latest coercion from China’. Two smiling white Australian
journalists are linking arms, smiling, and challenging this media-generated pressure
from the East. The Australian Minister of Defence then appears on screen to express
his determination to defend ‘our values’ and ‘our sovereignty’. The report states that
Australia refuses to participate in China’s plan to build ports, roads and railways
because China is using leveraging Australia’s trade in ‘wheat, barley, coal, wine and
even lobsters’. It also claims that Australia angered China by questioning the origins of
Covid-19.

News report no. 19 (Fox 2022c) returns to the United States and associates China with
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communism, claiming that ‘the Communist Party of China is actively
seeking to make the Chinese currency supplant the U.S. Dollar’ and simultaneously
‘using debt to essentially take over other countries' infrastructure’. The photograph
reasserts the United States as the ruler of the world, by foregrounding President Biden
in the middle, superimposed against a U.S. flag, stretching a hand towards an invisible
Chinese Premier. Their Taiwanese source provides the example of Laos in which ‘China
took control of the power grid because officials could not repay a loan from Beijing’.
News report no. 20 (CNN 2022¢) refers to Beijing’s ‘sprawling’ overseas development
initiative that ‘has poured billions of dollars’ into ‘corrupt and coercive’ infrastructure
projects’ that are ‘poorly built or environmentally destructive’. The U.S. Secretary of
State argues that China imports or abuses labour and produces crushing debts. It then
proposes its solution, ‘to unleash
$600 billion in investment’.

News report no. 21 (Fox 2022d) is an opinion piece that uses its panel of five self-
proclaimed experts to berate Hunter Biden, son of the incumbent President, accusing
him of ‘tax crimes and for lying about his drug use on a federal gun form’. The ‘Big Five’
accuse the Presidential family of being the American face of the Chinese Belt and
Road and collaborating in ‘their imperial commercial strategy to supplant the United
States as the number one world power’. News report no. 22 (CNN 2022b) reinforces
the claim that China is a negative and oppressive influence on the world, because it is
operating ‘more than 100 so-called overseas police stations across the globe to
monitor, harass and in some cases repatriate Chinese citizens’. The picture of the bars
around the Chinese embassy reiterates the notion of ‘Prison China’.

News report no. 23 (Fox 2022e) returns to the Cold War, representing the CCP
(Chinese Communist Party) as the ‘greatest threat to the United States’. Images of two
resolute white representatives of President Trump and the Republicans denounce
progressive policies that have ‘welcomed China into the international system’. China
has responded ungratefully by ‘exporting totalitarianism, aggression, and ideological
control’. The Belt and Road initiative is dismissed as ‘debt trap diplomacy’.

News reports no. 24 and 25 (Fox 2023; CNN 2023b) support Italy’s sabotage of the
Belt and Road Initiative. The blond blue-eyed image of the Italian Prime Minister
supports its rejection of the ‘improvised and atrocious’ China project. News report no. 25
(CNN 2023b) begins with a map of the members of the Initiative, with the oldest
members (2013-14) in the darkest tone of red and the latest in pink (2019 or later). The
choice of the colour red suggests passion, blood or communism (Fagerholm 2009). The

report marks the 10th anniversary of the project, and Italy ‘must decide if it will remain a
member’. The presenter quotes the Italian Defence Minister who described the scheme
as ‘wicked’. The Italian Prime Minister is once again broadcast, claiming that good
trade can exist with China without embracing the Initiative. News report no. 26 (CNN
2023c) claims China has poured billions into Africa’s infrastructure but suggests that
the Initiative is running out of steam.

News report no. 27 (Fox 2023c) asserts that ‘Russia and China have forged an
informal alliance against the United States and other democratic nations’. It supports
‘the pummelling of the Gaza Strip with retaliatory airstrikes’ because ‘Hamas' surprise
Oct. 7 attacks on Israeli civilians prompted Israel to declare war against the Gaza-
based terror group’. It also characterises the Belt and Road project as a geopolitical
threat to U.S. dominance. Finally, News report no. 28 (CNN 2023e) describes the Belt
and Road Summit as China’s ’most important diplomatic event’ because it touts
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China’s ‘outsized’ geopolitical role in development, thereby promoting U.S.
exceptionalism. suggesting that the United States has an exceptional role. Once again
China is represented as a usurper, dedicated to subverting a world supposedly based on
‘the norms and values promoted by liberal democracies’. Once again, it rejects their
support for Gaza that runs counter to the legitimising narrative and ‘outpouring of
support for Israel from leaders across Europe and the U.S.

Conclusion

This paper has explored mainstream televised U.S. news reports regarding China in
general and the Road and Belt Initiative in particular in order to provide insight into
patterns of U.S. propaganda, beginning with the trade war (2018) and the allegation
that the Road and Belt Initiative is a threat to the United States and to the rest of the
world (2020) and ending with the Belt and Road Summit in Beijing (2023) and the
allegations of anti-Semitism against China (2024). It uses an official report published
in the Washington Post (2021) to contextualize this propaganda campaign. This report
represents China as the most important geopolitical threat to the United States,
claiming that the U.S. and China are entwined, and suggesting that the United States has
to assert its power against this insidious enemy. The news report argues that President
Xi’s display of solidarity with President Putin at the Belt and Road Summit in Beijing
in 2023 underscores the deepening division between the world’s major powers, the
U.S. and the Rest.

The paper then explores the history of U.S. propaganda against China, ranging from
the Yellow Peril stereotype (Wu 1982; Shim 1998; Lee 2007) to the stereotype of the
model minority (Shim 1998; Mukkamala & Suyemoto 2018), before ending with
current social media stereotypes of China and the so-called China virus.

The paper uses a broad range of theoretical insights into current U.S. propaganda
targeting China, beginning with the structural assumptions inherent in the propaganda
model (Herman 2020) that suggest that mainstream U.S. news conglomerates such as
CNN and Fox News engage in propaganda campaigns that reflect and operationalize
their elite political interests and profit orientation. It uses theoretical insights into
representing the Other (Said 1978; Bhabha 2004), narrating the Other (Schudson 2001,
Peters 2011) and framing the Other (Entman 1993; D’ Angelo 2002, 2019) to construct
a nuanced interpretation of the current nature and role of propaganda in mainstream
U.S. news production.

This multimodal discourse analysis of 14 mainstream news reports on China in general
and 14 on the Road and Belt Initiative in particular confirms the Orientalist hypothesis
that current U.S. propaganda seeks to ‘control, manipulate, even incorporate’ China in
its hegemonic neo-colonial empire (Said 1978: 12). These news stories portray China
as illegitimate, unjust, insidious, and undeserving. Both CNN and Fox News engage in
these negative stereotypes, suggesting that interests on both sides of the mainstream
political spectrum in the United States (Democrats and Republicans) converge.

The 14 mainstream news reports on China in general use factual impartial narrative
techniques (Schudson 2001) and a narrow circle of official all-white sources
(representing the Executive Branch, the State Department, and the centres of Chinese
strategy in the United States) to provide a pretext that supports the strategic diplomatic
and economic interventions that the U.S. uses to promote its global interests in power
and profits. These pretexts are based on stereotypical narratives about censorship (of
doctors and dissidents), about human rights abuses (against the Uyghurs), about
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interference (in Hong Kong) and about threats to the security of Taiwan
and the United States. There is a little emotion in the tale of Dr. Wenliang, standing up
against the bureaucratic oppression, but not too much. There is little to no emotion in
the tale of the Uyghur genocide.

The 14 mainstream news reports on the Belt and Road Initiative in particular use
similar narrative techniques and stereotypes to provide parallel insights into the threat
of China, claiming that the leaders of China and Russia are both autocratic, that they
have similar geopolitical interests, and that there is ‘a strong personal relationship
between the two leaders’. These reports also reinforce the Othering of the Orient,
presenting the Initiative as unjust and insidious, as a debt-trap. Subtle references to the
Yellow Peril and the China virus reverberate through these reports. Once again, the all-
white experts and sources-- the Council on Foreign Relations, the Chief of Naval
Operations, Fox’s Big Five of diehard Republicans and patriots-- are wheeled out to
give the audience the so-called facts about China, to reinforce stereotypes of
communism, digital infiltration and behind-

the-scenes genocide, and to accuse it of ‘exporting totalitarianism, aggression, and
ideological control’ (Fox 2022). These reports are all understated. There is little visual
evidence besides maps and diplomats, because the goal is to manipulate China and to
maximize profits and to mute public outrage.

This paper concludes that the main role of these news reports (including the ones that
refer to the designated genocide in Xinjiang) is to promote a ‘dehumanizing Orientalist
discourse’ (Said 1978) that suggests that China is autocratic and bureaucratic but a good
business partner nonetheless. The role of this discourse is to leverage the political and
economic interests and profits of the United States. The United States uses China to
promote U.S. interests, by always criticising China but never too much, and this is the
current nature of United States mass media propaganda regarding China and the Belt
and Road Initiative.
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Abstract:

Undoubtedly people accessibility to the public space and the possibilities of sharing in
running their affairs has been a global boomed call for long decades. Technology in
media comes to accelerate this process of participation and power sharing and gives the
digital media additional role in re-shaping the public space and its on-line platforms.
Beyond the question of does mass media promote/ restrict the good governance or vice
versa, tighten the public sphere through On or Offline platforms raises various
debatable questions on: To what extent the online media can be complemented with
offline one in supporting the deliberative democracy in a society. This core
question will deliver extra sub questions on the role of state in governing the traditional
and digital media platforms. Has online media and the virtual space been efficient
transparent and responsive compared to the real space? To what extent the non-
democratic states create rational and functional public space? And what are the
consequences of creating an alternative (on-line platform) in odd with the real one?
Later in Egypt, the head of state calls for a “national dialogue” to discuss priorities for
the upcoming stage in policies and practices. President El-Sisi called for dialogue on
April 26, 2022. The formation of the Board of Trustees was announced on June 26,
2022. The first dialogue session took place on July 5, 2022. Splatted over this above
mentioned initiative between a “group” that suspected in the goals of this dialogue and
considered it as “unproductive” and manipulated initiative and another group assured
that it has positive outcomes, this study argues that formal and official media

agencies governs the virtual public space ineffectively and filter the
communicative act of the Eqgyptian political opposition to reduce its influence on
the dialogue and guide it to meaningless reform one which pushed the voiceless to

have on line space.
The paper comprises three parts. A theoretical framework that presents the main

features of the deliberative democracy and approaching insufficient media governance
reflections on public deliberation. In addition, this part focuses on approaching role of
social media in enhancing principle of deliberative democracy. In the second, outlines
the research methodology and design. While in the third and final section, the
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researchers analyse the online discourse on two Facebook pages to measure the extent
of adopting and practicing of principles of deliberative democracy in the Egyptian
context.

Part I:
Theoretical framework

In low trust context, public deliberation can be useful for issues over which the public and
the government are at odds. (Gimmler, 2001). Public deliberation canbe an effective tool to
increase transparency and accountability between policy- makers and the public and it can

contribute significantly in enhancing the publictrust.

In this context, (Cohen & Arato 1992) and (Etzioni, 1993) highlights the role of open
discussion, and the importance of citizen participation to create rational andfunctional public

sphere that plays undeniable role in the plural society.

With the

significant change in the world perception for the socio-political transformation that
occurred over the world in the last decades due to the unprecedented shift in the
communication means that not only has left far impacts on the types of layman
political participation but also overcome the real public space restrictions, virtual
public space has been the “popular” parallel sphere for welcomed and unwelcomed
strands of social actions in both democratic and non-democratic states.

Functionalized Media and Deliberative Democracy:
In its significant themes, the classic literature on media and communication has

established and developed the concept of a real “functionalized media”. It has been
conditioned to the necessities of removing all restrictions and even the hostile context
that misgoverned state- society communication. Governing media either by the state or
private means professional has to be liable, impartial and neutral. (Bezabih, 2017)
Through overwhelming literature, the scholars have contributed in defining what the
real functionalized media through two strands: societal and individual. The societal
strand highlights how real media is investigating the socio-cultural context, creating
coherent society and transmitting the cultural heritage as underlined by (Lasswell,
1948). In the same track, (Wright, 1975) highlighted the role of Media in providing
people the medical information and how Media has to work to avoid the societal
breakdown. While (Dyer, 2005) contributed in the individual strand by analysing how
Media reduces loneliness and feeds individuals with means of entertainment,
relaxation and draining the daily life tension, mobilizing individual to political and
commercial propaganda were suggested as key concepts for defining what is the
functionalized media by (McQuail, 2000)

Recently, Digitalism comes to have a part of media functions and to contribute
politically in changing the citizens’ ability account the public officials through
identifying cases of corruption, different types of deviances like bribe and nepotism or
even human rights violations in either democratic or non-democratic states. 1f steps

are not taken to close this gap between digital mass expectations and the policy
making officials, digitalization may worsen the crisis of political trust in societies

and cause a significant democratic backsliding.
In this regard, (Norris, 2009 ,) argues how channels of the news media can function to
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promote government transparency, accountability by highlighting public
policy failures, corruption in the judiciary, and scandals in the corporate sector The
tendency of democracy and the quality of governance is underlined by (Gerring, 2005)
as even if the state has a code of democratic procedures and a level of political
diversity, maintaining democratic media has to be for transferring the procedural
democracy to be true and plural one.

Therefore, digital media may play a significant role in informing the publicsabout
the plans and practices of the government in order to develop a culture of
transparency and accountability. In the weak society, social media practicedistorted

the truth and misgoverned. Objectivity, fairness and accuracy willnot be supported
(Haythornthwaite, 2002).

Regardless of the broad debate over democracy that describe its liberal model as
“adversary democracy” (Mansbridge, 1980), a vast literature on ‘“deliberative
democracy” has emerged to develop the majoritarian liberal democratic implication.
While Liberal thinkers such as (Rawls, 1993) had emphasized the role of “public
reason” and deliberation in democratic decision making, Anti- liberal thinkers,
including (Sandel, 1984) and (Barber, 1984) have promoted a conception of democracy
in which public discussion and cooperative, participatory discourse are central. The

deliberative democracy as a developing democratic model comes to satisfy
individuals’ interests. understand their preferences and look at democratic

political process as a fair public policy. From this side, democratic process is not only
procedural one but it is an instrument by which the competing preferences may be
aggregated fairly (Talisse, 2005).

(Habermas, 1996), and (Mansbridge, 2009) underlined how the output of democratic
process is only the product of interchange between people andgovernment, and how the
decisions come as a balanced aggregation of individualinterests, not more. In this regard,
the politicians behave like agents and the political process is restricted by the natural
individual rights versus the oppressionof dictator and the dynamics of authoritarian state.
Accordingly, all types of political systems that based on unpopular rule are illegitimate
form of governance.

Deliberative democracy is beyond what liberalism allows. It came as a reaction of
restricting the agenda of public discussion and neglecting as suchthe viewpoints of
specific groups at the margins of the dominant culture in a society. Therefore,
deliberative democracy came for further inclusion and a Dbroadening the
democratic discourse. The idea of deliberative democracy is based on a statement: the
political life would be better with a “wider discussionto reach a fair terms based on

moral values between people and their representatives (Wertheimer, 1999).
Shortly, the deliberative democracy allows politics to be operated through bargaining

over different policy preferences and interests. According to (Gutmann & Thompson,

1996), the ideal sketch of deliberative democracy hasfour main purposes:
- Legitimizing the collective actions as the democratic deficits undermine
the government capacity.

- Encouraging public-spirited perspectives in arranging people affairs.
- Supporting mutual decisions by respectful bargaining.
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- Correcting the mistakes of the past by keeping healthy context to
increasepeople willingness to correct them.

Seemingly that deliberative democracy comes to prove that the democratic
deficit concept is not without challenge and the citizens’ political disengagement

should be attributed to the poor performance of political institutions (Pharr,
Putnam, & Dalton, 2000).

Insufficient Media Governance and Public Deliberations:

Drawing the ideal sketch of deliberative democracy that supports mutual decision by
respectful bargaining would not be viable without functionalized media. Insufficient
media governance can have a significant impact on public deliberations, particularly in
terms of the quality of information and the diversityof perspectives presented to the
public. When media outlets are not held accountable for accuracy, fairness, and
impartiality in their reporting, it can lead to the spread of misinformation and the
amplification of certain viewpoints at theexpense of others.

One way that insufficient media governance can affect public deliberations is by
limiting the range of voices and perspectives that are heard. If media outlets are
controlled by a small group of individuals or organizations with a specific agenda,
they may prioritize certain viewpoints and exclude others, leading to a lack of
diversity in the public discourse. This can be particularly damaging in democratic
societies where informed public debate is essential for making good policy decisions.

Another way that insufficient media governance can impact public deliberationsis by
allowing the spread of false or misleading information. When media outlets are not
held accountable for the accuracy of their reporting, it can lead tothe dissemination of
misinformation that can undermine public trust and erode the quality of public debate.
This is especially concerning in an era where socialmedia and other online platforms
have made it easier than ever for false information to spread rapidly and widely.

Overall, insufficient media governance can have a range of negative impactson
public deliberations, from limiting the range of voices and perspectives thatare heard
to allowing the spread of false or misleading information. To promote informed public
debate and democratic decision-making, it is essential to ensurethat media outlets are
held accountable for accuracy, fairness, and impartiality intheir reporting.

Insufficient media governance can have negative impacts on deliberative democracy,
that emphasizes the importance of informed and inclusive public deliberation in
decision-making processes. In general, insufficient media governance can have
significant negative impacts on deliberative democracy by:

- Limiting access to information: Insufficient media governance can limit
access to accurate and reliable information, which is essential for informed

public deliberation. This can undermine the quality of public discourse and reduce the
ability of individuals to make informed decisions.

- Amplifying certain voices over others: Insufficient media governance can
lead to certain voices and perspectives being amplified over others, either
due to commercial or political interests. This can distort public discourse
and prevent a diverse range of voices from being heard.

- Reinforcing polarization: Insufficient media governance can reinforce
polarization and lead to the creation of echo chambers where individuals are
only exposed to viewpoints and perspectives that confirm their existing
beliefs. This can make it difficult to engage in constructive and inclusive

ﬂ
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public deliberation.

- Undermining trust in democratic institutions: Insufficient media
governance can erode public trust in democratic institutions by perpetuating
false information, biased reporting, or a lack of transparency in decision-
making processes. Allowing for the spread of disinformation: Insufficient
media governance can allow for the spread of disinformation, which can
manipulate public opinion and undermine the quality of public deliberation.

To mitigate these risks, it is important to promote media literacy and critical thinking
skills, as well as to advocate for policies and regulations that promote media diversity,
transparency, and accountability.

Social Media as an Alternative Space for Enhancing Public Deliberations: Social
media can provide an alternative space for public deliberations that can enhance

democratic engagement and promote a more diverse and inclusive public discourse.
Here are some ways in which social media can facilitate this:

- Amplifying diverse voices: Social media provides a platform for
individuals and groups who may not have had a voice in traditional media
outlets to share their perspectives and opinions. This can lead to a more
diverse and inclusive public discourse that reflects the perspectives of a
wider range of people.

- Eacilitating engagement and participation: Social media can help to
increase engagement and participation in public deliberations by making it
easier for people to access information and share their views. Social media
platforms such as Twitter and Facebook can be used to create online
communities where people can discuss and debate issues and share
information and resources.

- Enabling real-time feedback: Social media can provide real-time feedback
on public deliberations, allowing policymakers and decision- makers to
gauge public sentiment and respond to emerging issues in real- time.

- Increasing transparency: Social media can help to increase the
transparency of public deliberations by providing a platform for

stakeholders to share information and communicate with each other. This can help to
promote greater accountability and trust in democratic decision- making processes.

- Enbhancing access to information: Social media can provide a platform for
the dissemination of information and news in real-time, making it easier for
people to access information and stay informed about issues of public
importance.

Overall, social media can provide an alternative space for public deliberations that can
enhance democratic engagement and promote a more diverse and inclusive public
discourse. However, it is important to recognize that social media can also have
negative effects on public deliberations, such as the spread of false information and the
amplification of certain voices over others. As such, it is important to approach social
media as a tool that can be used to enhance public deliberations, but also to be aware of
its limitations and potential risks (Guy & Hoskins, 2013).

Though the digital era has created new opportunities and challenges for deliberative
democracy. Here are some conditions that are necessary for safeguarding well-informed
and inclusive public deliberation in decision-making processes:

ﬂ
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- Access to reliable and diverse information: Deliberative
democracy requires access to accurate and reliable information from a
diverse range of sources. In the digital era, this means promoting media
literacy and critical thinking skills to help individuals distinguish between
accurate and false information, as well as promoting media diversity,
transparency, and accountability.

- Inclusive and respectful digital platforms: Deliberative democracy
requires inclusive and respectful digital platforms that encourage

constructive and informed dialogue among individuals and groups with
diverse perspectives. This means promoting the use of online platforms that
foster respectful and constructive dialogue, and providing resources and
support for individuals and groups who are marginalized or
underrepresented in public discourse.

- Transparency and accountability in decision-making processes:
Deliberative democracy requires transparency and accountability in

decision-making processes, including clear and accessible information about

how decisions are made, who is involved, and how the public can provide

input. In the digital era, this means promoting open and transparent

decision-making processes that allow for public participation and feedback.
Strong democratic institutions: Deliberative democracy requires strong democratic
institutions that are accountable to the public and that promote and accountability of
government and other institutions, as well as supporting civil society organizations that
promote democratic values and principles.

- Protection of privacy and civil liberties: Deliberative democracy requires
the protection of privacy and civil liberties, including the protection of
personal data and freedom of expression. In the digital era, this means
promoting the protection of personal data and the rights of individuals to
express their views without fear of harassment or retaliation.

Part I1:

Methodology Research statement

The article addresses the issue of severe restrictions on traditional public sphere
platforms in Arab countries, which has led to questions regarding the role of citizens in
governing virtual spaces and whether this will facilitate or hinder the democracy
process. The article aims to answer the main question of whether virtual spaces will
promote good governance and deliberative democracy in the Arab region, specifically in
Egypt, or if they will instead hinder the democratic process due to their
dysfunctionality.

Research questions:

1. To what extent has the "National Dialogue" in Egypt been discussed and
deliberated on virtual platforms?

2. How is the "National Dialogue" framed in virtual spaces?

3. How do social media followers interact with posts related to the "National
Dialogue™ on Facebook?

4. To what extent does social media discourse reflect the values and principles
of deliberative democracy?

5. Does the culture of virtual national dialogue (attitudes, values, behaviors)
establish a new type of deliberative democracy that may increase

S
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transparency and public trust?
6. How do traditional and virtual spheres interact while deliberating public
issues?

Data Collection Methods:
The researchers created a content analysis coding book that combines both quantitative

and qualitative methods. The first part of the book is dedicated to collecting data on the
number of posts related to the "National Dialogues™ on a monthly basis, as well as
analyzing the various reactions users have to the posts, such as Like, Love, Care, Haha,
Wow, Sad, and Angry, as well as the interactive actions of Share and Comment. The
gender of the deliberators has also been coded.
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The second part of the book focuses on items related to deliberative democracy, the
public sphere values, conditions, and practices, and the endorsement of good governance
principles such as transparency, accountability, and the role of laws.

The third part of the book is dedicated to qualitative content analysis, which involves
interpreting the various ways in which the "National Dialogue" is framed in virtual
discourse and the level of trust among participants, as well as their views on political
institutions and the outcomes of the National Dialogue. Additionally, this part examines
the interaction between traditional and virtual spaces when discussing public issues.

Sample:

Data has been collected from the official Facebook page of the “National Dialogue™
established on June 15, 2022, with 31K followers and Al-Shorouk newspaper?, with 5.9
M followers.
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Figure (): https://www.facebook.com/National.Dialogue.NTA/

® Created and managed by the National Training Academy, which is affiliated with the
Egyptian Presidency
* A semi-independent private Egyptian newspape
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Two Facebook posts have been analysed out of 100 posts identified relevant to
“National Dialogue” on two pages, as Facebook is the most common social media
platform in Egypt has more than 50 M users which almost half of the population
(Internet World Stats, 2022). Based on the information provided, it appears that the two
selected posts for analysis are:

1. "The National Dialogue Department announces the full formation of its
Board of Trustees" on the National Dialogue Facebook page, posted on June
26, 2022.

2. A video of Ahmed Moussa (Journalist) on the Al-Shorouk newspaper page,
posted on July 20, 2022, where he states that "The National Dialogue
outcomes are not binding on President Sisi".

The researchers have collected and analyzed the 100 most recent comments on each of
these posts, resulting in a total sample of 200 comments.

Pat I11:

Findings

According to the analysis, there were a total of 100 posts made on the Facebook pages
of Al-Shorouk newspaper and the "National Dialogue" from the time of the President's
call for dialogue on April 26, 2022 until the beginning of March 2023. The posts were
evenly distributed between the two Facebook pages. Most of the posts were made in
2022, with all of the posts on the Al-Shorouk newspaper page being from that year. On
the other hand, the posts on the official "National Dialogue™ page were mainly from
2022 (92%), with only a small percentage from 2023 (8%). The majority of the posts
(38%) were made in July 2022, during the first dialogue session, followed by September
2022 with a rate of 19%.


https://www.facebook.com/shorouknews/?locale=ar_AR
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Figure (3): Posts distribution of over the time period

Based on the analysis, it was found that the majority of the posts published on the
official Facebook page of the “National Dialogue” were descriptive, focusing on the
sessions, meetings, and organizational procedures such as committee formation and
selection of rapporteurs and regulations. On the other hand, the majority of posts on Al-
Shorouk’s Facebook page focused on statements from media figures and politicians,
discussing included and excluded members, the importance of the “National Dialogue”,
expected outcomes, and raised public issues.

In terms of the gender of the virtual deliberators, the analysis revealed that men
dominated the virtual discourse, while women were significantly underrepresented.

9%

Figure (4): Gender representation on virtual discourses of the “National Dialogue”
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This finding highlights the significant gender disparity in online discussions,
as women's participation in the National Dialogue was only 9% of the total comments,
while men's comments accounted for 91% of the total.

Based on a qualitative analysis of framing the National Dialogue in virtual discourses, it
was found that most comments regarding the "National Dialogue" lacked a thorough
understanding of the issue at hand. Commentators were not engaging in productive or
meaningful discussions with one another to enhance their understanding or reach a
conclusion.

The comments were polarized into four distinct categories, with some were providing
constructive feedback based on research and knowledge of the National Dialogue. For
instance:

- “A wonderful and very brilliant step, with the names of great writers, intellectuals and
journalists, yet | searched for all these names, and | did not find patriotic poles in Egypt
from the representatives of Al-Azhar and the Church, or at least the moderate religious
approach ", “How long will we bury our heads in the sad like ostriches...How
long will we applaud falsehood? How long will we waste the resources of the country
and let the corrupt senior officials tamper with the capabilities of the beloved country
and the honorable toiling patriotic citizen. Corruption crimes are within from His
Excellency the President of the Republic, Field Marshal Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi. This is
because their positions, chairs, and ranks are more important than the homeland and
the honorable, patriotic, toiling citizen. if it breaks, all its life will come out
without standing, and if the staircase or ladder is not cleaned from top to bottom, it will
not be cleaned at all”, “The problems that the Egyptian society suffers from are
multiple and intertwined. They need people who possess academic competence in
addition to a sense of patriotism and a sense of people’s suffering and pain, and they
possess a realistic gradual and implementable reform vision. There must be national
personalities who specialize in economics, politics, education and society”, “Please
include all groups; especially workers who are supposed to be represented by the
Federation of Egyptian workers and it is far from their problems. Evidence for my
words is that we are a group of trade unionists and labor leaders. we established a
group called the National Labor Dialogue and many problems were presented and
solved thanks to the President’s invitation to the National Dialogue and we hope

that it reaches all sects of the Egyptian people and that it is not limited to specific
people.” We hope to add someone who talks about farmers and professional workers
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so that the national dialogue system is complete”, “We want someone to feel
the pulse of the people and what they are suffering from with sincerity, not slogans.
Greetings to all the honorable people of Egypt. Long live Egypt, the mother of the
world. Greetings to our loyal president”, “Respected personalities, good luck. Yet, is it
possible to work at the level of governorates like what was done at the level of the
Republic? and Can we go down to the level of departments, centers and villages with
official councils to spread the benefits?”, “There should be agreed upon headlines and
a societal dialogue should be launched under the management and supervision of this
respected national committee”, “The Board of Trustees of the National Dialogue,
agreed upon by the national group, reflects all colors of the political and social
spectrum. A board of 19 members with expertise, representatives of political currents,
the media, the House of Representatives and the Senate, and the civil society
organizations, gives an indication of the seriousness and credibility of the dialogue
before it begins”.
Among the Among the posts analysed, there were commenters who blindly supported or
opposed the idea without demonstrating any understanding of the matter. These
commenters may have made statements that were not well- informed or lacked evidence
to support their views. For example, they may have expressed their support or
opposition without providing any reasons or justifications, for instance, supporters
commented:

- “National Dialogue is an honor and integrity for political dialogue for the
goal of progress and prosperity and serving citizens for the sake of
development and preserving the rights of citizens”, “Good luck for the
interest of the citizens and the preservation of the institutions of the
Egyptian state. May God protect Egypt, its great people, its armed forces
and its leader, Sisi, and the new capital”, “A step that deserves praise and
appreciation, with hopes for the desired results of the national dialogue in
favour of Egypt”, “A strong beginning. God knows how much we hope for
the dialogue to serve the interest of all the national forces in Egypt and that
that our goal will be an Egypt that includes all of us”, “May God protect
Egypt and its great people and may God protect the President of the
Republic. We are with you for the sake of Egypt. Long live Egypt. Long live
Egypt. Long live Egypt. Long live Sisi, my president and I am proud”.

While comments expressed by opposing groups said:
“A national dialogue without the condition of accepting the results is called
a dialogue of the deaf”, “If not binding, what is the benefit of it? They are
just being entertained;
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especially that you foresaw its failure, or is it just to absorb people’s anger
in hope that there would be hope? I wish you would shut up”’, And the dialogue, if not
binding on all parties; especially the executive authorities, then it is only for media

I Y

distortion and is not necessary”, “So it is the dialogue of the snapshot...only to take the
snapshot and that is it ”, “Meaningless plays...”, “What was the need for the conference
then? You could have saved money as long as its results are not binding on the
President”.
There were some other commenters who opposed the idea in order to insult the
government and its officials, rather than based on any valid concerns about the proposal.
These commenters may have used inflammatory language or made personal attacks in
their comments.
- “The National Dialogue’s film will end by the end of Sisi’s tour abroad”,
“So, this is an acting movie and meaningless expenses. Well, it would have
been more humane if you saved money and improved the load of bread. God
suffices me, and He is the best disposer of affairs”, “Dialogue after what?
After the destruction of the country for eight years during which you shut
mouths and spread terrorism against the defeated people? or you are sure
that these people would eventually forget? Gentlemen, Egypt has become a
jungle; thanks to the one who governs us. May we be compensated”, “It is
meaningless. It is an image to polish the system and reduce external
pressure on citizen rights. It is well known that members of the House of
Representatives do not even represent themselves because they are
appointed. The dialogue begins with a popular base of free patriotic
opponents without positions or personal interest”.
Overall, holding government and Dialogue officials accountable for decisions and
outcomes is crucial for ensuring that public policy decisions reflect the best interests of
the citizens. However, to do so effectively, it's essential that all stakeholders have access
to accurate and relevant information about the Dialogue and its purpose. Constructive
feedback is vital for any democratic process, and it's only possible when people have a
clear understanding of the issues at hand. Rather than opposing or insulting government
officials, people should focus on promoting a deliberative approach that encourages
open dialogue and informed opinions.
To achieve this, the media and social media can play a vital role in providing accurate
information and facilitating discussions. Experts in relevant fields can also contribute to
the dialogue by sharing their knowledge and expertise.
Overall, promoting a deliberative approach to the Dialogue's purpose and operation is
essential for ensuring that all stakeholders have the information they need to make
informed decisions. By working together, we can hold government
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and Dialogue officials accountable and ensure that public policy decisions
reflect the best interests of the citizens.

Table (1): Interacting with posts on the Facebook pages of Al-Shorouk newspaper and

the “National Dialogue”

Reacts Minimum Sum Mean Std.
Maximum Deviation

like ¢) 3300 13652 136.52 329.940
love 0 355 1905 19.05 38.342
care 0 65 283 2.83 6.917
angry 0 122 290 2.90 12.369
Haha 0 905 5856 58.56 121.202
Wow 0 12 86 .86 1.902
Sad Sad 0 6 40 40 1.015
Total Reacts 21 3800 22268 222.68 396.165
Share 0 548 2312 23.12 60.165
Comment 7 1300 12074 120.74 168.647
Video Views (1100 3600 16200 2025.00 747.854

Engaging with other users through reactions, shares, and comments can be very
important for a number of reasons. Firstly, it allows users to express their opinions and
perspectives on a given topic, which can lead to a more diverse and dynamic discussion.
Additionally, this can help users learn from each other, challenge their own
assumptions, and gain new insights and knowledge. Secondly, social media algorithms
often prioritize content that receives a lot of engagement, which means that interacting
with content can help it reach a wider audience. This can be particularly important to
promote specific ideas. Finally, social media interactions can help users build
connections and relationships with others who share their interests or values. This can
lead to the formation of online communities that can provide support, encouragement,
and inspiration.

Results show that there was no significant difference in total reacts, t(98)

=.876, p = .383, despite reacts on “National Dialogue” (M = 257.4, SD = 519.8) being
higher than Al-Shorouk (M = 187.9, SD = 210.7). Nevertheless, there was a significant
difference in average of Like, Love and Care reacts (consequently: M = 212.08, 34.28,
5.02, SD =452.40, 49.83, 9.26) on “National Dialogue”

compared to Al-Shorouk (consequently: M = 60.96, 3.82, .64, SD = 60.19, 3.64,

1.045) demonstrated significantly more reacts, t(98) =2.34, 4.31, 3.32, p =.021,

.000, .001.

Similarly, there was a significant difference in average of Haha and Waw reacts
(consequently: M = 115.10, 1.48, SD = 151.92, 2.435) on Al-Shorouk page compared to
“National Dialogue” (consequently: M = 2.02, .24, , SD = 8.71, .77) demonstrated
significantly more Haha and Waw reacts, t(98) =-5.25-, -3.43-, p =

.000, .001.
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Also, results point out that there was a significant difference in average of
Share (M = 39.86, SD = 81.50) on “National Dialogue” compared to Al-Shorouk (M =
6.38, SD =9.895) verified significantly more sharing and interacting with the “National
Dilouge” content, t(98) =2.88, p =. 005. But, there was no significant difference in
Comment, t(98) =1.17, p = .244, despite comments on “National Dialogue” (M =
140.46, SD = 206.12) being higher than Al-Shorouk (M = 101.02, SD = 119.09).

Generally, these results suggest that participants are more interested in expressing their
emotional response to a post rather than engaging in a deeper discussion. This trend
may indicate a lack of interest or motivation for a more rational and evidence-based
deliberation in virtual spaces. The low score for sharing also suggests that participants
are less interested in spreading information or engaging in conversations with others
outside their immediate network.

However, it is important to note that this finding is based on the two selected posts and
may not be representative of the overall trend in virtual deliberations. Further analysis
of a larger sample of posts and comments is needed to confirm these findings.

Table (2): T.TEST Significant differences between the “National Dialogue” and Al-
Shorouk pages in the mean scores of interactions about the published posts

Interactive National Dialogue Al-Shorouk Newspaper t-value (df Sig.
Feature
Reacts N Mean Std. N |[Mean [Std.

Deviation Deviation
like 50 [212.08 1452.401 50 60.96 |60.197 2.341 98 021
love 50 34.28 49.835 50 [3.82 3.646 4.310 98  |.000
care 50 [5.02 0.261 50 |64 1.045 3.323 98 001
angry 50 |.66 1.686 50 .14 17.206 -1.832- 98 070
Haha 50 [2.02 8.712 50 [115.10 [151.920 -5.255- 98 .000
Wow 50 |24 A71 50 [1.48 2.435 -3.433- 98 .001
Sad 50 |32 935 50 |48 1.092 -787- 98 433
Total Reacts B0 [257.42 519.831 50 |187.94 [210.737 .876 08 383
Share 50 [39.86 81.509 50 6.38 0.895 2.883 98 005
Comment 50 [140.46 [206.122 50 101.02 [119.099 1172 98 244
Video Views @8 2025.00 [747.854 - - - - - -

Results show that there was no significant difference in total reacts, t(98)
=.876, p = .383, despite reacts on “National Dialogue” (M = 257.4, SD = 519.8) being
higher than Al-Shorouk (M = 187.9, SD = 210.7).

Nevertheless, there was a significant difference in average of Like, Love and Care

reacts (consequently: M = 212.08, 34.28, 5.02 , SD = 452.40, 49.83, 9.26) on “National
Dialogue” compared to Al-Shorouk (consequently: M = 60.96, 3.82,
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.64, SD =60.19, 3.64, 1.045) demonstrated significantly more reacts, t(98)
=2.34,
4.31, 3.32, p =.021, .000, .001.

Similarly, there was a significant difference in average of Haha and Waw reacts
(consequently: M =115.10, 1.48, SD = 151.92, 2.435) on Al-Shorouk page compared to
“National Dialogue” (consequently: M = 2.02, .24, , SD = 8.71, .77) demonstrated
significantly more Haha and Waw reacts, t(98) =-5.25-, -3.43-, p =

.000, .001.

Also, results point out that there was a significant difference in average of Share (M =
39.86, SD = 81.50) on “National Dialogue” compared to Al-Shorouk (M =6.38, SD
=9.895) verified significantly more sharing and interacting with the “National
Dialogue” content, t(98) =2.88, p =. 005 but, there was no significant difference in
Comment, t(98) =1.17, p = .244, despite comments on “National Dialogue” (M =
140.46, SD = 206.12) being higher than Al-Shorouk (M = 101.02, SD = 119.09).

In sum, these results suggest that citizens are more engaged with the content posted on
the "National Dialogue™ page compared to the Al-Shorouk page, as evidenced by the
higher number of likes, loves, and care reacts, as well as shares. On the other hand,
citizens seem to engage more via ridiculous or sarcastic emjis on the Al-Shorouk page,
as demonstrated by the higher number of Haha and Waw reacts. However, there was no
significant difference in the number of comments posted on either page. It is important
to note that these findings only apply to the two selected posts, and further research is
needed to generalize these results to the larger discussion on the "National Dialogue™ in

Egypt.

Table (3): Deliberative democracy indicators in the National Dialogue virtual
discussions

Deliberative democracy ~ [National |Al- Shorouk [Total X2 Sig. [Contingency

indicators Dialogue |[Newspaper Coefficient
(C)

N N N %

Discussions provide in- 39 1 40 20 54.21 |000 [0.514

depth and rich insights into

the core deliberated

issues

Discussions relies on 35 10 45 22.5 21.41 000 [0.181

evidence-based thoughts

Participants accept other (12 3 15 75 484 |020 (0.208

people's views and

opinions

Participants recognize 37 1 38 (19 [51.20 |.000 [0.521

other people’s political and

civil rights

The balance of opinion 38 1 39 [19.5 54.00 |.000 [0.514
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Recognition of political 50 1 51 [25.5 |04.24 |000 |0.540
equality and fair
representation

Total 100 100 200

These results indicate that virtual discussions do not heavily incorporate elements of
deliberative democracy. Specifically, an examination of comments on the two most
interactive posts regarding the "National Dialogue” reveals that only 20% of the
comments offer thorough and substantial insights into the central topics being discussed.
Additionally, just 22.5% of the deliberations are based on evidence-based ideas. This
results in a lack of knowledge and an increase in false information among users. Using
non-evidence-based content in virtual spaces will not promote the development of well-
informed citizens, which in turn will have negative consequences on the creation of a
democratic environment.

Furthermore, the results indicate that there is a noticeable absence of objectivity in the
discussions related to the "National Dialogue™ on the two Facebook pages that were
analyzed. Specifically, only 19.5% of the comments included a balanced assessment of
the initiative and its potential outcomes, highlighting both positive and negative aspects.
The majority of comments either expressed complete support for the initiative or
conveyed disappointment and criticism towards it.

The findings also reveal a low level of acceptance towards different viewpoints and
opinions when discussing public issues. Particularly, only 7.5% of the content related to
the "National Dialogue™ indicates a respectful consideration of other deliberators' views
and opinions.

The results also highlight that a mere 19% of the contents demonstrate respect for other
people’'s political and civil rights. Furthermore, only 25.5% of the posts demonstrate
recognition of political equality and fair representation. These findings suggest that
there is a lack of adherence to the discursive democracy values of inclusiveness and
equality by avoiding bias and political discrimination.

The findings suggest that there is a statistically significant difference between the
"National Dialogue" Facebook page and the "Al-Shorouk Newspaper" Facebook page,
with a p-value of less than .005. The percentages of all addressed discursive democracy
principles on the "National Dialogue" page are higher compared to the "Al-Shorouk
Newspaper" page.

The results show that virtual discussions do not fully incorporate deliberative

democracy elements, with only a small portion of comments offering insightful and
evidence-based ideas. This lack of evidence-based content can lead to false
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information and uninformed citizens. Moreover, the discussions related to
the "National Dialogue" were found to be mostly subjective, with little objective
analysis of the initiative's positive and negative aspects. The study also suggests that
there is a lack of acceptance towards different viewpoints, as only a small percentage of
the content indicates a respectful consideration of other people's opinions. Furthermore,
there is a lack of adherence to discursive democracy values of inclusiveness and
equality. The findings also indicate a significant difference in the percentages of all
addressed discursive democracy principles between the "National Dialogue” Facebook
page and the "Al-Shorouk Newspaper" Facebook page.

Discussion
In summary, these results demonstrate that all stakeholders are not effectively
participating in upholding the values and practices of discursive democracy.

The fact that the government, which initiated the "National Dialogue" and created a
Facebook page as a virtual platform for enhancing citizen engagement and deliberation
to address social issues, has failed to ensure discursive democracy is ironic. This
situation confirms that the government can misuse social media in numerous ways,
resulting in negative impacts on public deliberations and democratic engagement. The
government can use social media to spread false or misleading information, either
intentionally or unintentionally, which can erode the quality of public discourse and
undermine public trust. Additionally, it can manipulate public opinion by amplifying
certain voices and perspectives over others or by employing bots and other tactics to
artificially inflate or suppress certain views. It can also use social media to suppress
dissent by censoring or blocking critical content or by intimidating and harassing
individuals with dissenting views. Lastly, the government can use social media as a tool
of propaganda or as a means of attacking political opponents, which can further erode
public trust and democratic engagement.

In conclusion, the misuse of social media by governments can have severe negative
consequences on public deliberations and democratic engagement. To address these
risks, it is crucial to hold governments accountable for their use of social media and to
ensure that democratic values such as freedom of expression and privacy are upheld in
all online interactions. This will require a collective effort from all stakeholders to foster
a culture of responsible online engagement that promotes inclusiveness, objectivity, and
respect for differing viewpoints. By doing so, we can help safeguard the integrity of
public discourse and strengthen the foundations of democratic governance.

Furthermore, the deliberative perspective places a significant burden on citizens, but it
does so because a diverse democracy cannot function effectively without
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such expectations. However, the misuse of social media as an alternative
communicative and discursive platform by laypeople or professional media can erode
the potential for realizing a democratic environment. The overall results confirm that the
public can misuse social media by sharing false or misleading information, which can
spread rapidly and undermine public trust in accurate and reliable sources of
information. The anonymity and accessibility of social media can also create a breeding
ground for cyberbullying and insults, which can create a hostile environment for public
discourse and discourage participation from certain groups. In general, it can be
concluded that non-democratic virtual discourse can create echo chambers where
individuals are only exposed to viewpoints and perspectives that confirm their existing
beliefs. This can lead to polarization and an unwillingness to engage in open and
constructive dialogue. The misuse of social media by the public and media can also
have negative impacts on public deliberations and democratic engagement. To address
these issues, it is important to promote responsible social media use and encourage
constructive dialogue that is inclusive, objective, and respectful of diverse perspectives.

The Egyptian case presents an odd face of deliberative democracy, as the results of the
study show a lack of adherence to the principles and values of discursive democracy in
online spaces. The virtual discourses analyzed in the study revealed a low percentage of
in-depth and rich insights into the core deliberated issues, a lack of objectivity, and a
low level of respect for other people's views and opinions. Additionally, few posts
showed recognition of political equality and fair representation, revealing the absence of
democratic deliberation values of inclusiveness and the avoidance of bias and political
discrimination.

The study also highlighted the potential for the misuse of social media by governments,
which can have significant negative impacts on public deliberations and democratic
engagement. The government's use of social media to spread false or misleading
information and manipulate public opinion undermines public trust and erodes the
quality of public discourse. The anonymity and accessibility of social media also create
a breeding ground for cyberbullying and insults, creating a hostile environment for
public discourse and discouraging participation from certain groups.

Conclusion

Overall, the Egyptian case presents a challenging context for realizing the principles and
values of deliberative democracy. To address these issues, it is essential to promote
responsible social media use and encourage inclusive, objective, and respectful dialogue
that values diverse perspectives and respects democratic values such as freedom of
expression and privacy. Holding governments accountable for their use of social media
is also crucial to ensuring
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that democratic engagement is protected and that the potential for misuse is
minimized.
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abstract:

The study aims to analyze the movie: one Hundredth of a Second by analyzing the
visual discourse and the semiology of the image.

The cinematic image, which is shown on the screen, separates from all the things that
make it an image, it is independent and free, while the perceptual image is never
separated from things and does not have a special existence, because its existence is
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associated with the existence of those same things.

In the midst of questioning and thinking about the cinematic image and its relationship
to the visual discourse, which imposes itself as a duality now more than ever.

Rather, it will remain constantly on the table. We will inevitably and always find
ourselves surrounded by the necessity of defining the discourse’s relationship within
this dichotomy — the problematic —

With the modern and contemporary cultural pattern, "This is because this cinema in all
its dimensions, aspirations, components, stakes, and achievements, and let's say its
formation, in the creative, sociological and aesthetic sense...

He gives it its significance and seeks to influence it on the level of its view of the
surrounding world and the level of its aesthetic vision as well.
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Abstract:

The responsibility of the pharmacist in the manufacture and delivery of medicine in
Morocco may be caused by a lack of studies and experience prior to the marketing of
the product, a lack of assurance that the product produced is in conformity with the
technical file of the drug or the pharmaceutical constitution, or a lack of delivery of the
product..

With reference to the legislation on medicines and pharmacy, the Moroccan legislator
has refused to control pharmaceutical products. This control is not limited to the last
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product, but includes the control of the raw materials that make up this product.
In addition, each share of the drugs produced before it was marketed by the
pharmaceutical manufacturer was subjected to matching analyses in order to verify the
quality of the quota and prove its viability for consumption.
However, this control must be enforced, especially if we know that the materials used
in the manufacture of medicines in Morocco are almost all imported from foreign
countries. The Moroccan pharmaceutical industry does not exceed the task of
collecting the medicine file to be produced from abroad, meeting the legal lines, and
then passing into the dough of raw materials imported from abroad, which are specified
in the product's technical file, emptying them into pharmaceutical templates and
marketing them.
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Abstract:

The increase in global interest in issues of the environment and sustainable
development, due to environmental problems with a global impact, such as global
warming, climate change, and the ozone hole, especially after the issuance of the
“Brundtland Commission” report in 1972 and the Rio de Janeiro and Johannesburg

’
314




2024 )\,;\/;5\.4 JY- &\ﬂd\ Al 93).&7.\\5 &LA.“ Y| ‘_,AB\SY\ c'_‘a\.m\)..\l\ PAC

conferences... from which recommendations and agreements emerged calling on
countries The world has committed to reducing gas emissions and the necessity of
preserving the environment, to adopting development policies that work to guarantee
the rights of future generations...which has prompted various countries of the world to
think about effective solutions that work to adopt energy transformation policies using
renewable energies, which have proven effective in Producing energy while preserving
the environment, thus ensuring the continuity of development, by virtue of its
availability, ease of access, and sustainability in various regions of the world.

It has become an obligation for Morocco, by virtue of its international activity and
commitments related to these issues, which prompted it to update its legislation by
including various binding provisions in these agreements, and to adopt a new
development strategy. Therefore, since 2009, he has worked to download the national
energy strategy, as a basis for reducing gas emissions, in addition to responding to his
urgent energy needs, especially with the rise in the energy bill and securing a portion of
it within the energy mix. It was followed by adopting an energy efficiency strategy, and
then in 2017, a national strategy for sustainable development was launched.

This strategy is based on establishing foundations and directions that include programs
that aspire to achieve 42% of renewable energies by 2020, then 52% by 2030. It is
accompanied by a national strategic approach for sustainable development that
establishes a new phase to reduce environmental impact. By working to develop and
diversify the energy package to develop renewable energies and energy efficiency, as
well as strengthening regional integration...

Key words: renewable energies, environment, sustainable development, energy
transition, Morocco.
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