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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Keywords: Based on the latest information provided by researchers, previous studies have identified two major gaps in the
PVT collector literature: the lack of research on channel-box PVT collectors (PVT-Cs) and the absence of studies on the surface

Conjugate heat transfer

temperature distribution for these systems. To fill these gaps, we proposed a new channel-box PVT-C. We then
Performance

numerically evaluated its performance, examining its energy aspects under various operating conditions. This
evaluation was carried out using COMSOL Multiphysics® software, based on the finite element method (FEM). In
addition, we validated our 3D numerical model by comparing it with numerical and experimental data in the
literature. The results of this study show that increasing the fluid flow rate increases power and electrical effi-
ciency (EE), and that the optimum cooling water flow rate is around 180 L/h. In addition, the overall efficiency
(OE) increases with solar irradiation. Furthermore, the electrical power (EP) increases from 37.06 W to 140.48 W
for the PV system, and from 38.45 W to 187.02 W for the PVT-C, when the irradiation increases from 2 x 102 to
10% W/m?, while maintaining an optimum flow rate of 180 L/h. In terms of efficiency, the PVT-C has an elec-
trical, thermal and overall efficiency of approximately 12.11 %, 78.59 % and 90.7 % respectively for an irra-
diation of 10° W/m?. However, the EE of the PV panel is only 9.09 %, or 3 % less than the PVT-C.

Finite element method
COMSOL multiphysics®

generation of mobile charge carriers and leading to an increase in the
short-circuit current (I,.). On the other hand, this leads to a reduction in
the open circuit voltage (V,.), which in turn leads to a reduction in EE.
Relevant research has already shown that a 1 °C increase in solar cell
temperature (TC) reduces the EE of the PVT-C by 0.3 to 0.5 % [7,8]. To
solve this problem, PVT hybrid solar collectors have been proposed.
These collectors make it possible to use both the heat and electrical
energy produced by the PV solar cells, thus increasing the OE of the
system [9]. The main objective of the PVT-C is to optimize the EE of the
PV panel by maintaining lower temperatures.

Over the last decade, a great deal of numerical and experimental
research has been conducted to study the design and evaluate the per-
formance of PV and PVT hybrid systems. Fudholi et al. [10] examined
the performance of various types of solar absorber, including sheet flow,
direct flow and spiral flow models. The results show that, at an irradi-
ance of 8 x 10> W/m? and a volume FR of 147.6 L/h, the spiral-flow
absorber has overall efficiencies of 68.4 %, 13.8 %, and 54.6 % for
total, electrical, and thermal efficiency, respectively. Poredos et al. [11]

1. Introduction

Today, global energy demand is rising steadily as a result of popu-
lation growth, industrialization and economic improvement [1,2]. A
significant proportion of this demand is met by the use of fossil fuels, it
causes a considerable amount of greenhouse gas emissions and con-
tributes to global warming. Moreover, fossil fuel reserves are rapidly
decreasing as a non-renewable resource, forcing humanity to explore
new energy sources to ensure its survival and prosperity [3]. Solar en-
ergy emerges as the most hopeful form of renewable energy, and can be
harnessed in two forms : solar thermal energy, gathered through solar
thermal collectors, and electrical energy generated by PV panels [4].
However, during this process, a certain amount of heat is also generated,
which can have an impact on the performance and lifespan of solar cells
[5,6]. When the operating temperature of a cell increases, the band gap
of the intrinsic semiconductor shrinks. This has several consequences:
firstly, it allows the cell to absorb more incident light, encouraging the
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Nomenclature Ein Received energy by solar cell (W)
E, Electrical power (W)
PV Photovoltaic En Thermal energy (W)
PVT Photovoltaic thermal Tout Temperature of output water (°C)
PVT-C photovoltaic thermal collectors Ty Temperature of solar cell (°C)
FEM Finite element method Tred Temperature of tedlar (°C)
AZ Arrival zone Ts Surface temperature, (°C)
EZ Exchange zone Ty Temperature of glass (°C)
VZ Evacuation zone Vin Input velocity of water (m s™1)
FR Flow rate As cross-sectional area of the pipe inlet (m?)
EE Electrical efﬁciency R, Reyno]ds number
TE Thermal efficiency u,v,w components of velocity vector (m sH
OE Overall efficiency
CT Cell temperature Greek Symbols
A Area of PV surface (m?) 14 Density (Kg m™?)
¢ Specific heat at constant pressure (J Kg~! K1) Nel Electrical efficiency
G Solar irradiance (W m~?) Nn Thermal efficiency
k Thermal conductivity (W m™! K1) g Overall efficiency
m Volume flow rate (L h™!) v cinematic viscosity of the water (m? s™1)
Dsc Packing factor (%)

carried out an experimental and numerical evaluation to measure the
performance of different configurations of PVT units equipped with
roller-bonded absorber plates, using water as the working fluid. Three
channel configurations were studied: bionic, parallel and series. Using
thermal-hydraulic simulations, they found that the bionic absorber
achieved the lowest temperature for the water leaving the absorber. In
addition, it offered significant advantages in terms of pressure losses,
which were significantly lower than those of the parallel configuration.
What’s more, the unit fitted with a bionic channel offered optimum
energy efficiency. Kazem et al. [12] investigated the EE and TE of three
distinct PVT flow configurations (direct flow, sheet flow and spiral flow)
with conventional PV systems. The results of the study show that the
spiral system has the best EE, followed by the direct flow system and the
sheet system. These same trends are also found for the TE and OE of the
systems studied. Sheshpoli et al. [13] have carried out both numerical
and experimental studies to evaluate different PVT hybrid panel con-
figurations. The objective was to determine the ideal cooling tube
arrangement for a given panel. The results of the study confirmed that
the use of the serpentine tube configuration resulted in a significant
improvement in TE (48.4 %) and EE (7.3 %) compared to the uncooled
configuration. Aste et al. [14] carried out a comparative study between
two designs of PVT units: serpentine tube absorbers and parallel tube
absorbers. The results of the study revealed a non-uniform temperature
distribution in the tubes of the two types of absorbers. Additionally, the
serpentine tube absorber exhibited a steeper temperature gradient than
that of the parallel tube absorber. Furthermore, the performance of the
parallel tube absorber was found to be superior to that of the serpentine
tube absorber. Ibrahim et al. [15] designed and fabricated two PVT-C’s
in their study. The first collector adopts a spiral flow configuration,
while the second is a single-pass rectangular tunnel absorber. Results
achieved indicate that the spiral flow design offers the best performance,
with higher TE and EE. Verma et al. [16] carried out a comparison be-
tween a planar spiral solar thermal collector and the traditional harp
design. The results showed that at a volume FR of 93.6 L/h, the spiral
design showed a significant 21.45 % improvement in TE over the harp
design. Nahar et al. [17] developed a novel spiral heat exchanger. They
attached this heat exchanger directly to the PV panel using thermal
paste, taking into account copper and aluminum tubes. The results of the
study indicate that the performance of copper and aluminum materials
is almost similar. Using the flow channel proposed by Nahar et al. [17],
the module temperature decreases by 42 °C, and the EE of the PV
module increases by 2 %. Shahsavar [18] carried out an extensive

performance comparison between a modified sinusoidal serpentine
collector and a standard serpentine collector. The results showed a sig-
nificant improvement in TE of 30.63 % and a slight increase in EE of 2.32
% compared to PVT using a standard serpentine collector. These findings
highlight the remarkable benefits of the modified sinusoidal serpentine
collector in terms of TE, while emphasizing that its impact on EE re-
mains modest. Sopian et al. [19] carried out a comparative study of
three PVT water collectors in terms of TE. The collectors studied were
equipped with a direct-flow, a parallel-flow and a split-flow collector.
The results showed that the split-flow PVT-C outperformed the other two
in terms of TE. Nahar et al. [4] developed a PVT-C with a new design for
the heat exchanger, eliminating the conventional absorber plate. Nu-
merical simulations and experimental results are in good agreement. For
an irradiance of 10 W/m? and input and ambient temperatures of 34 °C,
the maximum OE of the PVT-C obtained by simulation is 84.4 % and that
obtained experimentally is 80 %. Herrando et al. [20] studied a water
PVT-C with a polycarbonate flat box configuration. Using COMSOL
Multiphysics simulation, they evaluated the performance of the PVT’s
sheet and tube heat exchangers as well as the flat box heat exchanger.
The results demonstrate a 15 % reduction in the linear heat loss coef-
ficient. The flat box design offers advantages, including a 9 % decrease
in weight and a 21 % reduction in capital costs.

According to the cited literature and studies [8,21-25], most
research has focused on sheet and tube PVT-Cs. These systems have a
small heat exchange surface area, which results in high thermal resis-
tance, limiting the heat extraction capacity in the tube [26,27]. This in
turn results in lower thermal and electrical efficiencies. In addition, the
spacing between hollow tubes is a crucial parameter. Greater spacing
leads to uneven temperature distribution, which affects the lifetime of
solar cells. To remedy these problems, the use of a channel-box PVT-C
offers a solution, thanks to a larger heat exchange surface. However,
according to the literature, these systems are rarely considered.

Based on the authors’ most recent information, previous studies have
identified two gaps in the literature: (a) the lack of research into box-
channel PVT-Cs; (b) the lack of research into surface temperature dis-
tribution and pressure drop for these systems.

In light of these gaps, the aim of this study is to propose a new
structure for the channel-box heat exchanger, aimed at significantly
improving convective exchange. This approach capitalizes on the fact
that almost the entire surface is in direct contact with the fluid, unlike
sheet and tube PVT-Cs, which feature a small contact area between the
sheet and the tube. In addition, this proposal seeks to solve the problem
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of temperature inequality, which impacts the durability of PV panels.
The main contributions of this study can be synthesized as follows:

e To study the impact of different operational conditions, such as flow
rate (FR) and solar irradiation levels, on the temperature of the PVT-
C and on its EE, TE and OE.

e To evaluate the performance of the proposed system in terms of
power and energy.

e Comparison of the results of this study with experimental and nu-
merical data available in the literature to confirm the reliability of
the proposed system.

The system examined in this study is innovative and has not been
studied before, making the results obtained crucial for the advancement
of cooling technologies in the field of PVT-Cs.

This document is structured into four distinct sections. In the first
section, a brief summary of the literature on PVT-Cs is given. The second
section highlights the methodology and 3D numerical modeling
employed in this study. The third section analyzes the results obtained,
including their comparison with existing data in the literature. Finally,
the conclusions are presented in the fourth section.

Water inlet l
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2. Methodology
2.1. Description of the new heat exchanger design

The new heat exchanger configuration presented in this study is
composed of three main zones: the first is dedicated to the coolant inlet
(AZ), the second to heat exchange (ZE), and finally, the third to fluid
evacuation (VZ) (Fig. 1(a)). The cooling fluid flows through the heat
exchanger in order to utilize the heat produced by the PV module.
following a continuous route from the AZ to the VZ, passing through the
EZ. When it reaches the AZ, it initially occupies this zone before entering
the channels. Similarly, it can also flow freely towards the VZ. This
approach ensures uniform fluid distribution in the channels, covering
the entire EZ. The EZ consists of a alveolar plate (Fig. 1(b)), comprising a
flat top wall in contact with the rear of the PV module, and a bottom
wall. These walls have a thickness of 0.4 mm, which facilitates the op-
timum transfer of the heat between the PV module and the circulating
cooling fluid within the channels. In addition, the alveolar plate has
openings in its bottom wall, establishing the connection of each channel
to the AZ and VZ respectively. The exchanger consists of 94 rectangular
channels designed to maintain an efficient thermosiphon effect between
the AZ and VZ. It is also equipped with two collectors ensuring the
distribution of water in these channels. Each of these collectors is shaped
like a rectangle extending across the width of the alveolar plate. They
connect to the alveolar plate at one of the openings, and are fitted with a
non-welded connector facing outwards from the panel. According to

©

« VZ

AZ —»

©

(a)

Water outlet

Fig. 1. (a) Heat exchanger configuration, (b) schematic view of the alveolar plate used.
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Fig. 1(a), the new heat exchanger’s output is located on the right side
and its inlet is on the left. The separate parts of the PVT-C are shown in
Fig. 2, which includes the PV cell, the Tedlar layer, two transparent
layers of ethyl vinyl acetate (EVA), and the glass cover plate. The heat
exchanger consists of two distinct zones: a solid zone composed of
aluminum and a fluid zone where water flows inside the solid zone. The
momentum, and heat conservation equations are solved numerically
using the FEM method that was developed using the COMSOL software®
[17]. In this numerical study, you will find a description of the materials
used, as well as their design parameters and thermo-physical properties,
which are listed in Tables 1 and 2.

2.2. Method of analysis

2.2.1. Numerical and mathematical calculation

When PV and PVT solar panels are placed in a given environment,
they absorb a large amount of solar energy. The calculation of the total
amount of energy received by these panels takes place as follows [4,31]:

En = TgascpscGA (1)

Electrical energy obtained from the energy absorbed by the PV cell,
expressed by [4,32,33] :

Ep = 1, Tg0sPsc GA(L — p (T — T7)) (2

The temperature of the PV cell determined by equation provided
bellow [29]:

_ Py .G(tg.05c — 1) + (UgaTamp + U Teea)

(Ug + 0,) ®

sc

The subsequent equation can be employed to determine the thermal

Alveolar plate — )

Collector
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Table 1

Materials and thermal properties of PVT-C [4,8,28].
Materials Layers Thickness k [W/ p [Kg/ Cp [/

(mm) m. K] m’ (kg. K)]
Glass Top cover 3 1.8 2500 500
EVA Encapsulant 0.3 0.311 950 2090
Silicon Solar cell 0.5 148 2329 700
Tedlar Bottom cover 0.1 0.15 1200 1250
Aluminum  Heat 0.4 237 2700 900
exchanger

Fluid Water - 0.68 998 4200

Table 2

Parameters of the PVT-C [8,4,29,30].
Parameters Values
The collector length (mm) 1960
The collector width (mm) 960
Solar irradiance G(W/m?) 2 x 10%-10°
Inlet volumetric FR m(L /h) 30-210
Inlet temperature Ti,(°C) 29
Ambient temperature Tgmp("C) 25
Reference temperature T,(°C) 25
PV efficiency 7, (%)at STC 13
solar cell absorptivity asc 0.9
Packing factor of solar cell Py 0.95
Glass cover transmissivity 7g 0.96
Glass emissivity &g 0.04
Thermal efficiency coefficient of the solar cell y (%/°C) —0.0045
Heat transfer coefficient from glass to air Ug, (Wm~2K ') 7.14
Heat transfer coefficient inside PVT surfaces U(Wm™2K™") 150

Tedlar

—>

f

Fluid inlet

Fig. 2. Detailed diagram of the PVT-C.

LLLLLL
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energy harvested from the PV panel through the fluid [34]:
Eth = mcf(Taut - Tm) (4)

the fluid’s volume FR given by [4]:
Q=Asvy 5)

Where A¢ is the cross-section of the input velocity and is defined by:

Dy?
A =nm—— 6
=Ty (6)
Where Dy, is the inside tube’s diameter.
The formula described here is used for determining the PV panel’s
electric effectiveness:
E
M ::iii )
The instantaneous TE of the PVT-C is obtained using the following
equation:

_Ea

= 8
N E, ®
Instantaneous TE can also be expressed as follows [33,35]:
T, —T. T — To\ 2
N = o — @ '"G a7a2G< "'G “) 9

1o is the optical efficiency and represents the collector efficiency at T, =
T,, while a; and a, represent the linear and quadratic heat loss co-
efficients of the collector, T, is the average fluid temperature, calculated
by combining the temperatures at the collector’s input and outflow.
The OE of the PVT-C is obtained using the following expression:

_ Ey +Ep

p =~ a0

The Reynolds number is calculated in the heat exchanger to deter-
mine whether the fluid is in a laminar or turbulent domain, as shown
below:

- uinDh
v

R, (€8]

2.2.2. Basic equations

During the building of the numerical model to assess the temperature
distribution in the PVT-C, a couple of conditions are considered under
consideration:

(1) The system is considered to be in a steady state.

(2) The flow of the fluid through the heat exchanger was completely
uniform, laminar, and incompressible.

(3) No dust accumulates on the surface, affecting the absorptivity of
the PVT-C,

(4) It is assumed that ethyl vinyl acetate (EVA) is perfectly trans-
parent and transmits light,

(5) All thermal and fluidic properties are considered constant,
regardless of temperature variations,

(6) There is no heat transfer occurring from the edges and the un-
derside of the PVT-C.

Heat transfer within the solid parts of the PVT-C, including elements
such as glass, EVA, PV cell, Tedlar, and heat exchanger, was mainly
considered as a thermal conduction process. In this mechanism, the
thermal energy propagates through the material through the vibratory
movements of the particles. The resolution of the heat transmission
through the surface of the PV cells is based on the use of the following
thermal conduction equation [17,36]:
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T T T
oot 0 a2

The following equations, solved numerically with COMSOL, include
the continuity equation and the conservation of momentum equations
[17,36]:

u v ow

&+0—y+570 13)

Ju
U AV W = —— = V| o+

ou dou 1lop deu *u aiu
ox dy 0z  pox ox2 ' dy? ' 022

u@+v@+w@*fl@+v&+&+& 14)
ox dy oz pay ox2 ' gy? ' 0gz2
Wy Le 0w ow ow
ox  dy 0z poz oxz  dy*  0z2

Within the channels of the PVT-C exchanger, conjugated heat transfer is
the predominant phenomenon, and it can be formulated as follows [17,
36]:

(15)

9z pox

oT dT oT 1dp 1 *T T T
= v + ey
ox2  dy? 022

u—x+v—+w pXCp

0 dy
2.2.3. Boundary conditions

y/Following equations articulate the boundary conditions to the
upper surface of the PVT:

oA heat flow directed towards the interior: — kg% =G

eA diffuse surface condition:—n.q = g0 (T —T,*)  where
o(=5,670367 x10*Wm 2K-*) is the constant of Stefan-Boltz-
mann.

eThere is convection heat loss: — n.q = hy_o(Ta — Tp)

y/For the interfaces between the solid and fluid ducts, in particular at
the interface between the water and the heat exchanger, the
boundary condition is as follows:

oAt solid-fluid interface: (%) = ﬁ(@)
Sfluid solid

v/ At all solid limits of the fluid passage line: no-smoothing
condition:

ou=v=w=0

\/ The conditions at the heat exchanger inlet limits were specified in
terms of velocity and inlet temperature, while the conditions at the
heat exchanger outlet limits were set at zero pressure. There are
expressed by:

eAt theinlet: T = Ty, u = U,y =w =0

oAt the outlet: P =0

4/The other limits of the PVT-C are isolated:

o, _

0
on

2.3. Mesh generation

Once the limiting conditions of the computational model have been
defined, the model mesh is generated to solve the linear algebraic
equations. In COMSOL, PVT and PV modules are meshed using a
physics-controlled meshing sequence. This approach results in a pro-
gressive increase in the number of grids elements at each limit, enabling
precise resolution of heat transfer phenomena and flow fields. At a
volume FR of 180 L/h, an ambient temperature of 298.15 °C and G of
10® W/m?, an independent mesh verification was carried out for the
PVT-C. For PV and PVT-C, different nonuniform grid configurations are
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examined, as specified in Table 3. The control parameter taken into
consideration is the solar CT. There is no significant variation in solar CT
from mesh 58,493 for the PV system. However, for the PVT-C, we opt for
the smallest temperature difference between the two consecutive grids,
which occurs between meshes 5,791,537 and 21,637,513. In other
terms, the mesh count of 5,791,537 proved sufficient to ensure calcu-
lation accuracy. Consequently, for this numerical analysis, we have
selected the PV and PVT-C models, consisting of 176,166 and 5791,537
elements respectively. Figs. 3(a) and (b) present the meshes of the PV
and PVT-Cs, providing a visual representation of their configuration.

2.4. Model validation

The present simulation’s correctness has been established by the use
of two validation methods: firstly, employing a 3D numerical model for
the PVT-C, and secondly, by comparing the results with experimental
data.

2.4.1. Validity of experimental results

Solar cell temperatures were simulated under irradiation of 995 W/
m? for different flow values (60, 90 and 180 L/h) using our current
numerical model. The validity of this model was confirmed by
comparing it with that developed by Rahman et al. [29]. The study
carried out by Rahman et al. [29] was based on a SY-90 M PV module
with dimensions of 1200 * 545 * 35 mm, comprising monocrystalline
cells arranged in a 4 x 9 configuration. A rectangular heat exchanger
with dimensions measuring 950 * 420 mm was utilized, consisting of 7
copper tubes, each with a diameter of 2.2 cm. The heat exchanger inlet
conditions are a temperature of 35 °C, while the ambient temperature is
27 °C. Table 4 demonstrates a high level of consistency among the
experimental data and the simulation’s findings.

2.4.2. Validity of numerical results

Temperature validation of the numerical results involved a com-
parison in both the flow channel and at the outermost layer of the PVT-C
designed according to Nahar et al. [4], with those determined by the
same team. The following parameter were applied in the numerical
simulation such as the solar radiation (103 W/m?), and the ambient and
input temperature are 34 °C and 34 °C, respectively and the values of the
flow velocity is 0.0007 m/s in the inlet. These values correspond to those
reported in the Nahar et al. [4]. Fig. 4 depicts an examination of the
temperature’s gradient within the flow channel and the PVT-C’s tem-
perature surface gradient. In the simulation of Nahar et al. [4], the flow
channel temperature varied from 34 to 60.12 °C, whereas in the current
simulation, this range is from 34 to 60.3 °C. With regard to surface
temperature, in the simulation of Nahar et al. [4], is between 33.994 °C
and 125.68 °C, whereas in the current simulation it was between 34 °C
and 126 °C. It is therefore clear that the results obtained are in
concordance with those obtained in [4].

3. Results and discussion

We conducted a numerical analysis in three dimensions to assess a
new PVT-C’s performance in relation to different parameters, such as
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volume FRs and irradiance levels. These parameters can vary between
30 and 210 L/h for volume FR and between 2 x 102 and 10° W/m? for
solar irradiation. The ambient temperature is configured at 25 °C, with
the inlet temperature established at 29 °C. The ensuing sections provide
specifics on the outcomes for every scenario.

3.1. Effect of irradiation

The variations in wind speed, ambient temperature, incident solar
irradiation, and, on the other hand, the artificial cooling process that the
system is subjected to are the key factors influencing the evolution of the
temperatures of the various constituent elements of the PVT-C. The
surface temperature distribution of the uncooled PV module is displayed
in Figs. 5(a)-(e) for solar irradiation levels between 2 x 102-10° W/rnz,
as determined by the three-dimensional numerical analysis that was
carried out. The front surface of the PV module achieves temperatures
within the range of 39 °C to 94.4 °C, representing the minimum and
maximum values, respectively. In addition, lower temperatures are
observed along the edges of the module due to significant convection
heat exchanges with the environment in three different directions.
However, in the center of the PV module, the elevated temperatures
observed can be attributed to the limited convective heat transfer to the
environment, occurring in only two directions. (towards the glass layer
and the Tedlar layer), resulting in significant heat accumulation. Fig. 5
(f) shows a real thermal image, captured by an infrared camera, which
confirms the temperature distribution obtained by the numerical
analysis.

Figs. 6(a)-(j) illustrate the impact of G on the surface temperature of
the PVT-C and the temperature of the water inside the heat exchanger.
The temperature distribution is shown for irradiation varying from 2 x
102 to 10® W/m?, with a fixed water inlet temperature of 29 °C and a
volume FR of 180 L/h. As can be seen in figures (a)-(e), the highest
temperature of the PVT-C decreases significantly from 46 to 32.1 °C
when G goes from 10° to 2 x 102 W/m?. This is because when irradiation
is high, a large quantity of energy is absorbed by the PVT-C, resulting in
greater heat production. This accumulation of heat in the PVT-C causes
an increase in the internal temperature of the photovoltaic cells.

The temperature variations of the heat transfer fluid (water) circu-
lating in the heat exchanger, for different values of solar irradiance at a
volumetric FR of 180 L/h, are illustrated in Figs. 6(f) to 6(j). At low solar
irradiance levels, the fluid temperature at the collector outlet is gener-
ally low and increases as solar irradiance levels rise. This is due to the
increased accumulation of heat by the cooling fluid through the PVT-C’s
heat exchanger at higher solar irradiance. These figures highlight a
significant change in the temperature distribution of the fluid around the
inlet and outlet ports for higher irradiance levels. The average fluid
temperature at the collector inlet is maintained at 29 °C. At an irradiance
of 2 x 10> W/m?, the cooling fluid temperature varies from 29 °C to 31.5
°C. This variation extends from 29 °C to 42.7 °C for an irradiance of 10°
W/m?.

3.2. Effect of flow rate

Fig. 7 illustrates how the FR affects the PVT-C surface temperature

Table 3
Verification of grid sensitivity.
PV Type of meshing Coarser Coarse Normal Fine Finer
Elements 14,583 26,665 58,493 176,166 1,074,080
Cell temperature ( °C) 91.79 91.73 91.72 91.72 91.72
Time of solution (s) 4 8 14 43 259
PVT-C Type of meshing Coarser Coarse Normal Fine Finer
Elements 2,130,848 2,558,407 3,139,697 5,791,537 21,637,513
Cell temperature ( °C) 34.24 34.65 35.10 34.11 34.50
Time of solution (s) 1659 2324 3412 8987 12,875
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Fig. 3. Various meshing configurations applied to PV (a) and PVT-Cs (b).
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Table 4
Model validation of solar CT of PVT against FR.
volumetric FR Tse (°C) Error percentage (%)
L,
/b Current research Rahman et al [29]
60 52.44 50.23 4.21 %
90 49.54 49.65 0.22 %
180 46.11 47.76 3.45%

when it is exposed to 10° W/m? of solar radiation. These figures show
that increasing the volumetric FR accelerates heat exchange across the
surface of the heat exchanger, thus promoting heat transfer to the heat
transfer fluid. As the FR increases, the temperature differences along the
collector surface decrease and the temperature distribution becomes
relatively more homogeneous. This observation suggests that the vari-
ation in FR has a remarkable influence on the heat transfer rate between
the fluid and the surface of the exchanger. By varying the FR from 30 to
210 L/h, we observe that the maximum temperature difference along
the surface of the collector goes from 48.2 °C to 15.9 °C. It should be
noted that increasing the FR of the inlet fluid causes a progressive
reduction in the maximum temperature at the level of the PVT-C. For a
minimum FR of 30 L/h, the maximum temperature reached by the
collector surface is 77.2 °C (Fig. 7(a)), while at a maximum FR of 210 L/
h, the maximum temperature has decreased to 44.9 °C (Fig. 7(e)).

3.3. Solar cell PV temperature

The main aim of this work is to control the temperature of the PV
panel (Ts) near an average temperature and minimize temperature
variations on the PV cell surface by using a suitable cooling system.

A 6012 OC

¥ 33.954

Nabhar et al [22]

60
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Significant temperature changes can, in fact, harm semiconductor ma-
terials, which may have an effect on the efficiency and robustness of PV
cells. Based on the current three-dimensional numerical analysis, Figs. 8
(a) and 8(b) demonstrate the rise of Ts. in relation to the irradiation and
the heat transfer fluid FR, respectively. Based on the available data, T,
rises by roughly 0.7 °C for each additional 10> W/m? of irradiation.
These results are comparable with those obtained in similar studies
carried out by Bahaidarah et al. [37], Nasrin et al. [31], Teo et al. [38],
Rahman et al. [29], Chandrasekar et al. [39], as well as Nasrin et al.
[33]. They found that increasing the irradiance level in the presence of
the cooling system was associated with elevations in cellular tempera-
ture. Table 5 presents a comparison of the increment per 102 W/m? of
the PV cells temperature obtained in the present study and different
studies reported in the literature. A very good deal was noted between
the current result and that obtained by Nasrin et al. [33]. However, the
result obtained is slightly different from those of Bahaidarah et al. [37],
Nasrin et al. [31], Teo et al. [38], Rahman et al. [29] and Chandrasekar
et al. [39] due to differences in solar irradiance variation range, the
physical characteristics of each PVT-C, wind speed, ambient tempera-
ture, and the module’s operating temperature variation range.

As the fluid FR rises, the average of Ty, decreases at G = 10° W/m?
and Tj, value of 29 °C, as illustrated in Fig. 8(b). Indeed, when the FR of
the inlet fluid increases, the amount of heat removed from the module by
convection also increases, which results in a diminution in the average
of Ts. For a FR of 30 L/h, the average of T obtained is 55.47 °C. This
temperature gradually decreases to 40.07 °C when the FR reaches the
value of 180 L/h. At a FR of 210 L/h, T, decreases by 0.54 °C compared
to that obtained for a FR of 180 L/h, but this is accompanied by an in-
crease in pumping power. Thus, for the PVT-C considered, it is possible
to note that the optimal volumetric FR of the cooling fluid is 180 L/h.

A 603 °C

Present study

Present study

Fig. 4. Model validation of the flow channel (a-b) and PVT-C surface temperature graph (c-d).



Y.E. Alami et al. e-Prime - Advances in Electrical Engineering, Electronics and Energy 9 (2024) 100693

Surface: Températur 9 Surface: Températur 9

(a) (b)
. o . o
Surface: Temperatur Surface: Temperatur

A66.7 °C A59 °C

66.5 228

526

66 524

65.5 52.2
65 52

518

645 0 o1

4 m 2 514

635 512
z 51

7 63 w
6*¥10> W/m*> ves X

800
(c) (d)
Surface: Température L

A39°C

4%10> W/m? V508

mm

38.9
38.8
38.7
38.6
38.5
38.4
38.3
38.2
38.1
38

Q- X 600 2%10% W/m? V379

mm

(e) (f) actual thermal image

Fig. 5. (a)-(e) PV panel temperature variation as a function of irradiation, (f) actual thermal image.

3.4. Study of electrical power evolution irradiance level from 2 x 102 W/m? to 187.02 W under an irradiance
level of 10% W/m?, a rise of 18.57 W per 10?2 W/m?. The present result is
Figs. 9(a) and (b) present the evolution of the electrical output power slightly different at the values 3.88 W and 6.4 W found, respectively, by

based on volume flow and solar irradiation, respectively. In particular, Rahman et al. [29] and of Nasrin et al. [31]. These discrepancies could
in Fig. 9(a), observing that, at an input temperature of 29 °C and FR of be attributed to a variety of variables, such as PV module size, fill factor,
180 L/h, the power generated by the PVT-C goes from 38.45 W below an operating temperature, reference temperature, system cooling
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configuration difficulties, and material properties.

Fig. 9(b) evaluates the effect of fluid volume FR on electrical power
under constant irradiance of 102 W/m? and a T, of 29 °C. The results
show that the electrical power delivered for an initial FR of 30 L/h is
173.12 W. When 180 L/h of FR is reached, the output power rises to
187.02 W. However, it is essential to note that beyond this point, despite
further increases in water FR up to 210 L/h, the power output did not
experience significant variations and stabilized around 187.49 W. Ac-
cording to this study, the electrical power increases by 0.798 W per each

12

10 L/h increase in FR of heat transfer fluid.

3.5. Study of electrical efficiency

Figs. 10(a) and (b) illustrate the variation of the EE of the PVT-C
depending on solar irradiance and volumetric FR over the ranges from
2 x 102 to 10% W/m? and from 30 to 180 L/ h, respectively. It should be
pointed out that with the increase in irradiation, in particular for a Tj, of
29°Cand a FR of 180 L/h, the EE of the PV module decreases by 12.45 %
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Table 5
Comparison of the increase in temperature of PV cells per 102 W/m? of irradiance obtained in different studies.
Investigations G (W/m?) Tee (°C) Tq. ( °C) increment per 10% W/m? Tamb ( °C)
Starting Ending Starting Ending
Bahaidarah et al.[37] 240 979 21 35 1.9 21
Nasrin et al. [31] 1000 3000 48 85 1.85 32
Teo et al.[38] 550 1050 41 48 1.4 -
Chandrasekar et al.[39] 600 1300 40 50 1.4 37
Nasrin et al. [33] 1000 5000 43 78 0.9 32
Rahman et al.[29] 312 995 31 50 2.71 35
Present research 200 1000 34.40 40.07 0.7 25
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Fig. 9. Evolution of the electrical power with the irradiance (a) and with the FR (b).

at 12.11 % when the solar irradiance rises from 2 x 102 to 10> W/m?2. As
a result, there is a decrease of approximately 0.04 % in EE per each 102
W/m? augmentation of irradiance. Studies by Rahman et al. [29], Nasrin
et al. [31], Nahar et al. [4] and Nasrin et al. [33] also indicated that PV
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panel efficiency reduced by around 0.87, 0.09, 0.16 and 0.06 % for each
102 W/m? increase. Our system therefore outperforms previous studies.

The variation of the FR of inlet water has a positive effect on the EE of
the PVT-C, as shown in Fig. 10(b). Over a range of 30 L/h to 120 L/h of
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volume FR, the efficiency increases from approximately 11.2 to 12.1 %.
In fact, increasing the FR leads to a reduction in the operating temper-
ature. It is worth noting that the output voltage of the PV module in-
creases significantly with the reduction of Ts. This increase in voltage
contributes to a notable increase in EE. However, it is interesting to note
that beyond a FR of 180 L/h, there is no significant improvement in EE.
In other words, for the PVT-C cooling system, it is more advantageous to
maintain the inlet water FR above 180 L/h.

3.6. Coolant outlet temperature

Figs. 11(a) and 11(b) depict variations in the average of Tyyut
depending on G and volumetric FR. It can be observed that the rise in
solar irradiance has a positive effect on the fluid temperature at the
system outlet. When the volumetric FR and the water temperature at the
inlet are kept constant at 180 L/h and 29 °C, respectively, the obtained
fluid temperature at the outlet is approximately 30.04 °C for an

14

irradiance of 2 x 102> W/m? However, this temperature increases to
34.78 °C when the irradiance reaches 10 W/m?. Thus, Toy increases by
approximately 0.6 °C for every 102 W/m? increment in solar irradiance.

On the contrary, for a Tj, of 29 °C and a FR of 180 L/h, the water
outlet temperature decreases as the inlet FR increases, as illustrated in
Fig. 11(b). This downward trend can be attributed to the increase in the
heat transfer rate by convection resulting from rising fluid velocity. With
a rise in flow velocity, the heat dissipation rate also increases, allowing
less time for heat accumulation, resulting in a decrease in Toy;.

3.7. Thermal energy

Fig. 12 illustrates the dependence of thermal energy according to the
of irradiance over a range of 2 x 102 to 103 W/m? For a FR of 180 L/h
and under an irradiance of 2 x 10> W/m?, the accumulated thermal
energy is 218.4 W. This value increases significantly, reaching 1213.8 W
for G = 10° W/m?. This significant increase in thermal energy can be
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Fig. 11. Variation of the outlet temperature with relation to irradiance (a) and to FR (b).

explained by the heat transfer by conduction through the surfaces of the
different layers constituting the PVT-C and the heat transfer by
convective inside the circulating fluid. Due to the high irradiance, this
results in a significant difference between fluid temperatures at the inlet
and outlet of the exchanger. Thus, thermal energy rises by 124.42 W per
each 102 W/m? increase in irradiance. Additionally, there are several
additional applications for this large quantity of thermal energy,
including cleaning, bathing, and structure heating.

3.8. Thermal efficiency

Fig. 13 illustrates the variation of TE depending on solar irradiance,
which varies from 2 x 10? to 10® W/m?2. This variation is observed by
maintaining a constant a Tj, of 29 °C and a FR of 180 L/h. It is apparent
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that the TE increases with solar irradiance, reaching its maximum at 10°
W/m?, with a value of 78.59 %. Furthermore, it is noteworthy that a 102
W/m? increase in solar irradiance results in approximately an 0.98 %
increase in TE. This increase is attributed to an increase in the rate of
heat transfer by conduction through the layers of the PV module and
between the Tedlar layer and the aluminum metal heat exchanger, as
well as by convection between the surface of the exchanger and the
coolant. Indeed, when the solar irradiance increases, a greater quantity
of thermal energy is transmitted to the heat-transfer fluid, which in-
creases the TE of the PVT-C.

The results obtained through the current three-dimensional analysis
are confronted to the relevant results reported in the literature. This
comparison is presented in Table 6, where it is notable that the designed
system achieves a maximum TE of 78.59 %. This was achieved by
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maintaining a FR of 180 L/h and a Tj, of 29 °C. Therefore, it is clear that
the new cooling system developed in this study is significantly more
efficient.

The evolution of the TE of the PVT-C depending on the reduced
temperature (T*) is also analyzed. A regression of the results obtained by

Table 6

a quadratic equation (Eq. (9)) is used to describe the evolution of the TE
(n4) depending on T* (K mz/W). The collector efficiency for T, = T, (o)
and the linear and quadratic heat loss coefficients a; and ay of the col-
lector, as shown in Fig. 14, are obtained with a confidence coefficient of
R? = 0.956. This result shows that the TE varies according to a quadratic

Comparing results from this study with those from other studies reported in the literature.

Authors / Reference

Mass FR range (kg/s)

Irradiation Range (W/: mz)

Maximum TE (%)

Maximum EE (%)

Nature of study

Nahar et al. [4] 0.42-0.98 10% 73
Fayaz et al. [40] 0.006 2 x 10%-10° 76.1
Fayaz et al. [40] 0.006-0.036 10° 72
Present study 0.05 10° 78.59

11.3

13.74
12.41
12.11

Numerical using COMSOL
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function of the reduced temperature for a volume FR of 180 L/h, as was
suggested by Florschuetz [41]. it can be observed that when the reduced
temperature is zero, the developed system achieves a maximum TE of
80.80 %. This represents a slight improvement of 4.6 % compared to the
TE of 77.08 % obtained by Podder et al. [42].

Fig. 15 presents a comparison of the variation in TE as a function of
reduced temperature, using regression through a linear expression, ob-
tained in the current numerical study and that obtained by Yu et al. [43].
In the last study, the authors have evaluated the performances of two
winding-linked PVT-Cs used in Chengdu, Sichuan, in western China,
using both numerical and experimental methods. The absorber plate
layouts of the two PVT-Cs were different; one had a traditional
harp-channel arrangement, while the other had a unique grid-channel
setup. Since a grid-channel PVT-C provides higher thermal and PV ef-
ficiency than a harp-channel PVT-C, that is how the comparison is made.
Although the difference between the new design of the PVT-C and that
presented by Yu et al. [35], the evolutions of thermal efficiency
depending on reduced temperature are similar.

3.9. Overall efficiency

The evolution of the OE of the developed PVT-C depending on solar
irradiance as illustrated in Fig. 16. When FR and inlet temperature are
maintained at 180 L/h and 29 °C respectively, total system efficiency
increases from 83.15 to 90.7 % as solar irradiance rises from 2 x 102 to
10® W/m?. Consequently, for each increase of 10> W/m? in solar irra-
diance, there is a 0.94 % improvement in OE.

4. Conclusion

In this work, a new aluminum heat exchanger configuration, con-
sisting of 94 channels and attached directly to the PV module, was
designed, thus developing a new PVT-C. To analyze its behavior, nu-
merical modeling was conducted by COMSOL software, built on the
FEM. PV and PVT-C performance is analyzed depending on solar irra-
diance and volumetric FR. The temperature distribution within the PV

e-Prime - Advances in Electrical Engineering, Electronics and Energy 9 (2024) 100693

and PVT-Cs is also described. In addition, various parameters are eval-
uated, including solar CT, coolant outlet temperature, electrical power
generated and EE, thermal energy recovered and TE, as well as OE. The
following essentially summarizes the study’s main conclusions:

> An increase of 10> W/m? in incident solar irradiance on the PV
system results in an increase of approximately 6.20 °C in Ty, and an
augmentation of approximately 12.92 W in the electrical power
generated.

A 102 W/m? increase in irradiance causes a 0.363 % drop in the PV
system’s EE.

With every 102 W/m? rise in incident solar irradiance on the PVT-C,
the CT, Ty, electrical power, thermal energy, TE, and OE increase
approximately 0.7 °C, 0.6 °C, 18.57 W, 124.425 W, 0.98 % and 0.94
%, respectively.

The EE of the PVT-C decreases by approximately 0.04 % for each
augmentation of 102 W/m? in solar irradiance.

For the PVT-C, every 10 L/h increase in fluid flow results in
approximately 0.885 °C decrease in cell temperature, approximately
1.98 °C decrease in fluid temperature output, as well as an increase of
approximately 0.798 W in the electrical power generated.

The EE rises by about 0.051 % for each augmentation of 10 L/h in
fluid flow.

The optimum coolant FR for this collector when subjected to high
solar irradiance of 10 W/m? is 180 L/h.

Finally, the proposed PVT-C offers good results in terms of temper-
ature inhomogeneity and overall performance. In this context, it will be
worthwhile recommending the realization of this new PVT-C, which is
easy to integrate into the building and can be adapted to meet air or
water needs according to the seasons and the building’s thermal
requirements.
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