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Dar Ventures and Plug and Play Join Forces to Expand DarE as a
Global Built Environment Innovation Platform

Dar Ventures selects Plug and Play, a global leader in open
innovation, early-stage ventures and acceleration, to power the next
chapter of DarE and expand its reach across global growth markets.

September 2026 — Dar Ventures, the venture capital arm of Dar, an award-winning, top 10
international design firm and founding member of Sidara, has teamed up with Plug and Play to
power the next phase of DarE, advancing the platform’s mission to identify, support and scale
technology companies transforming architecture, engineering, construction and the wider built
environment.

As one of the world’s leading international design and engineering firms and a founding member
of Sidara, Dar brings decades of technical and industry leadership across some of the world’s
most complex built environment projects. Through DarE and Dar Ventures, Dar has translated
that expertise into a platform for identifying and supporting technologies with the potential to
reshape the industry.

Since its launch, DarE has supported 32 startups across 4 cohorts, connecting founders with
industry expertise, commercial opportunities and an investment network. For DarE's next
chapter, Dar Ventures has selected Plug and Play to bring the reach of one of the world’s largest
open innovation and early-stage venture platforms to that mission. Plug and Play brings a
network of more than 60 offices, 550+ corporate and government partners across 25+ industry
verticals, and more than 10,000 startups accelerated since 2012, further growing DarE’s access
to founders, investors, technology leaders and innovation ecosystems internationally.

Together, Dar Ventures and Plug and Play will position DarE as a globally connected platform
where industry expertise meets emerging technology, creating stronger pathways between
promising built environment technologies and the companies, projects, markets and capital that
can accelerate their adoption.

Building a Global AEC-Focused Built Environment Community

The next phase of DarE will extend beyond a traditional accelerator model, building a global
community around the future of the built environment, connecting technology companies with
industry leaders, investors, corporates and experts shaping how the world is designed, built,
operated and maintained.

DarE will draw on Plug and Play’s international networks across construction, infrastructure, 10T,
artificial intelligence, smart cities, sustainability and enterprise technology, alongside Dar’s deep
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technical expertise, global project portfolio and understanding of the industry’s most pressing
challenges. With a strong footprint in the GCC, Africa, the Levant and Europe, and design
offices across the region ready to support founders on the ground, DarE is positioned to
serve entrepreneurs from any country in these regions while connecting them to global markets.

As Al, automation, data, digital delivery and sustainability reshape the sector, DarE will focus on
technologies that can translate innovation into tangible industry applications. Participating
companies will engage directly with industry experts, validate commercial use cases, build
strategic relationships, access investment networks and pursue international growth.

DarE will also develop a global alumni community, keeping participating companies connected
beyond individual cohorts and creating continued opportunities for commercial partnerships,
knowledge exchange, investment and cross-market expansion.

The DarE Program

DarE will primarily source high-potential companies across Europe, the Middle East and Africa,
while remaining open to companies globally.

The program will target Pre-Seed to Pre-Series A companies with a working MVP or
market-ready product, early market validation, and strong potential for commercial adoption and
international growth.

Through a 12-week hybrid journey, selected companies will receive tailored expert support,
one-to-one mentorship, direct industry engagement, and curated access to investors, corporate
partners and international markets.

The program will support technologies across the AEC and wider built environment value chain
that address real industry challenges and create new opportunities for the sector.

Faysal Shair, Co-Founder of Dar Ventures, said:

The built environment remains one of the largest sectors globally, and especially across the
regions where we operate - yet we believe there remains significant untapped potential to
transform how we design, build, and operate our cities and infrastructure. By combining Dar’s
deep domain expertise with Plug and Play’s global innovation platform, we’re excited to act as a
catalyst for this ecosystem

Nader Aboushadi, Co-Founder of Dar Ventures, said:

DarE has always been about providing the right platform for entrepreneurs to thrive. Partnering
with Plug and Play allows us to take that ambition to the next level — identifying exceptional
founders and giving them access to the expertise and markets, coupled with Dar Ventures
projects and capital they need to grow

Karima El Hakim, Partner, Africa at Plug and Play, said:
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Dar is a global industry leader with deep expertise across the built environment, and we are
proud to support the next chapter of DarE. By bringing Plug and Play’s global innovation,
venture, and corporate ecosystem to the platform, we aim to connect founders with industry,
accelerate commercial adoption, and support technologies shaping how the world is built.

Applications

Applications for the upcoming DarE cohort open September 24, 2026, with the program
beginning in November 2026.

[Application Link]

https://lwww.plugandplaytechcenter.com/innovation-services/our-programs/dare-program

About Dar Ventures

Dar Ventures is the venture capital arm of Dar, an award-winning, top 10 international design
firm and founding member of Sidara.

Sidara is one of the world’s largest privately held engineering and consulting groups, with
55,000+ employees across 70 countries and 450+ offices worldwide.

Dar Ventures invests in and supports technology companies transforming architecture,
engineering, construction, real estate and the wider built environment, connecting founders with
industry expertise, markets, commercial opportunities and pathways for growth. In less than
three years, Dar Ventures has engaged with more than 100 ideas, incubated over 30 companies
and invested in 13 companies across the built environment value chain, in multiple regions.

About Plug and Play

Plug and Play is a global leader in open innovation, early-stage ventures and acceleration,
connecting startups, corporations, investors, governments and universities to accelerate
technology adoption and growth across industries.

Since 2006, Plug and Play has expanded to more than 60 offices worldwide, working with 550+
corporate and government partners across 25+ industry verticals and accelerating more than
10,000 startups since 2012.

Through its global innovation and venture platform, Plug and Play connects technology
companies with customers, investors, industry expertise and international markets. Its network
spans sectors central to the future of the built environment, including construction,
infrastructure, 10T, artificial intelligence, sustainability, smart cities and enterprise technology.

DarE is initiated by Dar Ventures and powered by Plug and Play.
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