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Core42 and Technology Innovation Institute Sign Collaboration
Agreement to Advance UAE-Developed Digital Sovereignty and
Cybersecurity Innovation

Strategic collaboration to develop and evaluate UAE-built sovereignty and security technologies
for Core42’s sovereign-enabled cloud and Compass Al platforms.
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18 September 2026, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates: Core42, a G42 company specializing
in Al infrastructure and sovereign-enabled cloud, today signed a strategic collaboration
agreement with the Technology Innovation Institute (TIl), the applied research arm of Abu
Dhabi’'s Advanced Technology Research Council (ATRC), to expand locally developed digital
sovereignty and cybersecurity capabilities in the UAE. Signed at GISEC Global 2026, the
agreement reflects a shared commitment to developing home-grown security capabilities and
contributing to the UAE’s sovereign technology ecosystem.

The collaboration brings together Core42’s sovereign-enabled cloud and Al capabilities with
TII's cybersecurity research and technology development expertise to explore how UAE-
developed security technologies can strengthen the protection, resilience and compliance of
sovereign digital infrastructure and Al environments. As part of the agreement, Core42 and TlII
will collaborate on the co-development, evaluation, and deployment of security-enhancing
technologies across Core42’s sovereign-enabled cloud and Compass, its generative and
agentic Al platform. The scope includes hardware security modules, confidential computing,
encrypted Al inferencing, secure key management and distribution, data protection
mechanisms, encryption technologies and trusted computing capabilities.

The framework reflects a broader focus on developing critical technology capabilities within the
UAE and creating pathways for home-grown innovation to address real-world cloud and Al
sovereignty and security requirements. As organizations increasingly deploy sensitive data and
Al workloads across cloud environments, protecting data, infrastructure, models and
communications using cryptographic solutions is becoming an increasingly important
component of sovereign technology architecture. The initiative also reinforces the UAE's
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growing role as a center for advanced technology development, and Core42's contribution to an
ecosystem where sovereign infrastructure can increasingly be secured through technologies
developed within the country.

Rajeev Nair, Senior Vice President, Special Projects, Core42, said: “Sovereignty means
more than deciding where data and infrastructure reside; it is also about building the technology
capabilities required to protect them from all angles. Working with Tl gives us an opportunity to
evaluate and advance UAE-developed sovereignty and cybersecurity technologies against the
requirements of sovereign-enabled cloud and Al environments. By connecting local research
and technology development with real-world platforms and use cases, we are helping build an
ecosystem where the UAE is not simply adopting advanced technologies, but increasingly
developing the capabilities that underpin them. This helps strengthen the country’s position as a
global hub for trusted technology development.”

Dr. Victor Juan Mateu, Chief Researcher, Cryptography Research Center TII, said: “At TlI,
we are focused on translating advanced research into technologies that strengthen the UAE’s
sovereign capabilities and address real-world security challenges. Our collaboration with
Core42 creates an important pathway to evaluate and advance locally developed cybersecurity
and trusted computing technologies within sovereign cloud and Al environments. By bringing
together deep research expertise and real-world platforms, we can accelerate the journey from
breakthrough innovation to practical deployment and contribute to a more secure and resilient
technology ecosystem in the UAE.”

-ENDS-

About Core42

Core42, a G42 company, empowers individuals, enterprises, and nations to unlock the full
potential of Al through its comprehensive enablement capabilities. As a leading provider of
sovereign-enabled cloud, Al infrastructure, and services, our mission is to accelerate the
achievements of others and help them reach their most ambitious goals. We are building the
digital backbone that powers Al-native societies. We operate the G42 Intelligence Grid that
turns compute into tokens at massive scale and functions as a global factory for manufactured
intelligence. These foundations are essential to deploy advanced Al, unlock proprietary data,
and drive real outcomes.

To learn more, please visit www.core42.aiand  follow Core42 LinkedIn, Core42
Instagram and Core42 X.

About Technology Innovation Institute (TIl)

The Technology Innovation Institute (TIl) is the dedicated applied research pillar of Abu Dhabi’s
Advanced Technology Research Council (ATRC). TIl is a pioneering global research and
development center that focuses on applied research and new-age technology capabilities. The
Institute has 9 dedicated research centers in advanced materials, autonomous robotics,
cryptography, Al and digital science, directed energy, quantum, secure systems, propulsion and
space, and renewable and sustainable energy. By working with exceptional talent, universities,
research institutions, and industry partners from all over the world, TIl connects an intellectual
community and contributes to building an R&D ecosystem that reinforces the status of Abu
Dhabi and the UAE as a global hub for innovation.

For more information, visit www.tii.ae
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